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‘Free Mumia’ 


By Jean H. Pierre 
Staff Writer 


PHILADELPHIA — It’s been said that the 
way to make change in society is through protest. 
‘The Civil Rights Movement did it. Union workers, 
teachers, and law enforcement officers do it. The 
same holds true for political prisoners like Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, as thousands upon thousands gath- 
ered April 24 (his birthday) at City Hall in 
Philadelphia to demand a retrial and stop the exe- 
cution of the former Black Panther. 

The rally brought out support from as far as 
Eastern Europe to protest the miscarriage of jus- 
tice that the former radio journalist received in 
1982. “This is the time to haye the world’s atten- 
tion on this case,” said Jean Louis Renee, a 
French journalist who flew overnight to be in 
attendance. “I've followed this case since 1989, 
and I tell you, you can see a lot of loopholes in this 
case, The witnesses and police story doesn’t add 
up.” 

Jamal, also known as Wes Cook, was shot by 
a Philadelphia cop when he intervened a street 
incident between the police and his brother in 
December of 1981. During the struggle, Officer 
Daniel Faulkner was shot and killed. In 1982, 
Jamal was charged and sentenced to die for the 
death of Faulkner, but to this day eyewitnesses 
have admitted that their testimony was sup- 
pressed by vengeful prosecutors and police 


see MUMIA/pg 3 


Plainfield youth pee through town 


By Lucy Sanchez 
Staff Writer 


PLAINFIELD — Hundreds of excited, little feet marched through 
the streets of Plainfield on April 21 to celebrate their month ~ The 
Month of the Child. The smiling faces gathered in front of City Hall 


proudly hoisting their daycare banners as thi 
childhood tunes for the 12th annual parade. 


final destination at Park Madison, the children were greeted by 


Mayor Al McWilliams. 


The embodiment of New Jersey’s future assembled on the grass 
and watched their peers perform dance routines, songs and read. 


After Mariah Felton from Starbright Christian 


the group in prayer, Sonrise Christian Daycare Center students 
helped Mayor McWilliams present award plaques. Brian Doylee and 
Sean LaGrande each read ‘big’ words like ‘resolution’ and ‘excellence’ 


Mui 


tional Rights fires up the crowd. 


ey walked and sang 
Upon reaching their 


Learning Center lead 


with as much and spirit as fi 


Executive director, Deborah Pearyer of Toddler Learning Center, 


has participated in the parade for several years 


of the greatest things the City of Plainfield has,” 
has been in the childcare education business for 17 years. 


hoped the City would sense the urgency to dev 


grams for the youth when they reach their teenage years to steer 


them away from the wrong path in life. 


Wrapped in flags from Puerto Rico, El Salyador, Columbia and 


the Dominica Republic to name a few, the chil 


Bilingual Daycare Center proudly displayed their cultural heritage. 
Director Eva J. Rosas-Amirault stated “The importance is that we 


acknowledge the contribution of the youth and 


care community.” The faithful, 12 year parade participant attributed 


the growing need of childcare centers with the 
women in the workforce. 


The children partnered with their caring supervisors definitely 
made a statement to all who attended the joyous parade, and that is 


‘it truly does take a village to raise a child.’ M. 


sented all the participating daycare centers with proclamations for 
their job of excellence in the City of Plainfield and with the future of 


Plainfield. 


By Carl Chase 
Staff Writer 


CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE, 
GLOUCESTER—New Jersey's black and His- 
panic state legislators are steamed over Attor- 
ney General Peter Verniero’s repeated absence 
at a series of hearings on targeting of racial 
groups by police throughout the state. 

“I think his inability to come and appear 
before our elected African-American and Lati- 
no leaders shows he has a closed mind to our 
community,” said state Sen. Wayne Bryant, a 
member of the state Legislative Black and 
Latino Caucus, which sponsored the series of 
three public hearings. 

“His utter disregard for the leadership 
elected by the African Americans and Latinos 
of this state shows a closed mind to our com- 
munity,” he said at the April 27 hearing. 

Verniero had confirmed on April 23 that he 
would attend the final hearing at the college, 
as caucus spokesman said. About 5:30 p.m. the 
day before, Verniero’s assistant called to can- 
cel, saying it was her error and that Verniero 
hadn’t meant to accept, Bryant said. 
Verniero’s office did answer a phone call seek- 
ing comment by press time. 

It was the last of three hearings that 


lds could have. 


now. “I think it’s one 
stated Pearyer who 
Pearyer 
elop recreational pro- 


dren of the Plainfield 


the need of the child- 


increasing number of 
ayor McWilliams pre- 


YMCA members, ti 


revealed the effects of profiling on ordinary 
people and put a human face on what had 
appeared as merely dry statistics. 

Previously, Verniero had declined the Cau- 
cus’s invitations, saying his comments would 
be constrained because his department's inter- 
im report on racial profiling had not yet been 
released. Once the report was issued, the cau- 
cus renewed its invitation. 

Various experts, activists and ordinary cit- 
izens testif'ed at the hearings. The caucus had 
also invited people who called its roughly 
month-old toll-free hotline (877-230-6200). 
They related their experiences with racial pro- 
filing by police in New Jersey. 

One witness after another told of profiling, 
racism or a lack of checks and balances that 
would thwart racist practices in most any 
other police organization. Attorney Renee 
Steinhagen, who represents 13 current Troop- 
ers who are suing the police division, said since 
there is no promotion system Troopers are eas- 
ily punished for not going along with profiling. 
“The State Police promotional procedure is 
probably the most subjective promotional sys- 
tem I have ever seen.” 

She said the attorney general is responsi- 
ble for the State Police and the governor is ulti- 
mately responsible for his office.At the prior 


y 


ia Abu-Jamal's son Mazia, speaks to > the crowd about his father during the rally. Below a young 
child marches along with thousands in attendance, while Ron Daniels (right) of the Center for Constitu- 


ing as they march from City Hall. Students from the SSYC 
Headstart program, n, bottom right, hold hands along the way to Park Madison. 


Attorney General Verniero a no-show, again 


— 4 


Lawrence Hamm leaves the stage after testifying 
week’s hearing in Newark, People’s Organiza- 
tion for Progress founde” Larry Hamm had 
testificd that law enforcement has built up 
such excess power the problem of policing 
them requires effective new checks and bal- 
ances. 

“They are the most powerful of any country 
in the world,” he said, calling for civilian police 


review boards with subpoena power. 


Police brutality 
or natural death? 


Maisha Johnson 
Contributing Writer 


ORANGE — “Power to the 
People,” chanted the crowd that 
rallied in front of the Orange 
Police station Wednesday, April 
22. They were gathered in sup- 
port of Earl Faison, one of the 
three black males arrested as the 
police searched for the murder of 
Orange police officer, Joyce 
Carnegie. Authorities say Fai- 
son collapsed while in police cus- 
tody and later died on April 11 in 
Orange Memorial Hospital. The 
cause of death is still under 
investigation. 

The vigil was called by the 
ponies Organization -for 

Progres P) and was held as 
an action to stop police brutality. 
The group’s main goal is for all 
people of conscience to stand up 
for justice. In attendance were 
political activists, Amiri Baraka, 
his wife Amina Baraka, Brother 
Anthony Mack of the Hip Hop 
Generation Movement of Change 
, and many other supporters of 
the Faison family. 

“It’s on. It’s on. It’s on. It’s 
on,” remarked Rodger Mitchell a 
24-year old UMNDJ medical stu- 
dent who appeared to be fed up 
with the reoccurring number of 
police brutality incidents. As he 
looked directly into the eyes of 
his peers he challenged African- 
American brothers and sisters to 
speak out against racial profil- 
ing. “Young brothers and sisters 
are dying all over the country for 
us,” Mitchell concluded, we have 
to_start--sticking-together and 
making sure the deaths of these 
young people are not going unno- 
ticed. 

Through watery eyes Sagirah 
Williams, Faison’s step-mother 
questioned the death of her step- 
son. She wanted to know how 
her 27-year-old stepson could 
have been mistaken for the sus- 
pect in the shooting of Orange 
Police officer Joyce Carnegie, 
“Why was he taken into custody 
for the shooting, if he looked 
nothing like the sketch?” ques- 
tioned Williams. She asked sup- 
port of everyone who was willing 
to help, “Do it for your boy, do it 
for Faise, do it for my son,” plead- 


Earl Faison 
ed Williams. 

Katria Faison, the eldest sis- 
teř could only manage to 
“Why? Why my best friend? Why 
my brother?” 

Taj Faison, the youngest of 
the sisters pleaded that her peers. 
and supporters be strong, “We 
have got to stick together. We 
must be stronger now than we 
have ever been before,” pro- 
claimed Taj Faison. 

“We have found ourselves 
and it’s time to fight,” exclaimed 
Amina Baraka. She encouraged 
those who looked on to continue 
to speak out against racial injus- 
tice. Baraka stressed how impor- 
tant it was to be involved in the 
community, “unity” is the key 
she said. In unison with those 
who were gathered at the demon- 
stration she left the podium 
singing. “This little light of mine 
Tm gonna let I shine I’m gonna 
let it shine.” 

The Faison family asked 
everyone to help in anyway they 
could to stop police brutality and 
bring justice to the death of Earl 
Faison. They passed around a 
plastic bag for all donations and 
welcomed everyone in atten- 
dance to join them in marching 
on May 1 for a demonstration on 
the battle against police brutali- 
ty. They also asked for more 
members to join their phone 
squads, and committees, and to 
make as many copies of hand 
outs and flyers as they could 


aime leaders invest in 
America’s future generation 


By Jean H. Pierre 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK — Children, chil- 
dren and more children was the 
theme on April 23, as the Newark 
Municipal Council and Day Care 
Committee held a legislative 
round table discussion on early 
childhood education at the Priory 
Restaurant in Newark. 

“It seems in today’s society we 
have set out some time to cele- 
brate everything from our ethnic- 
ity to religious holidays. But we 
never take some time to celebrate 
our greatest resources — our chil- 
dren,” said Councilwoman Bessie 
Walker. “The need for early child- 
hood education is very vital for 
everyone. Our slogan says “it 
takes a village,” because it’s 
everyone’s problem to see a child 
succeed,” 

The forum was part of the 
city’s week long celebration of 
“Week of the Young Child,” where 
residents and community leaders 
spoke of the quality programs in 
place and the changes that are 
needed to enhance a young child’s 
development in school. “These 
legislative breakfast’s for the 
childcare issues have been going 
on for years and along the way 
people get busy and nothing gets 
done,” said Councilwoman Gayle 
Chaneyfield-Jenkins. “I know 
that you've been yelling for years 
to put the wheels in motion in 
regards to childcare education. 
We're here, ready to listen to 
what you have to say.” 

The bill, know as Abbott vs. 
Burke, would implement quality 
education and programs for stu- 


dents in the Abbott districts like 
Newark. One of the programs 
that would be implemented is a 
full-day of kindergarten rather 
than a half-day, which is common 
in urban areas like Newark. 

Rosa Langston, a member of 
the Young Child Committee and 
a longtime advocate for children, 
spoke of battles to get funds for 
childcare education. “For years 
I've heard people say ‘they love 
the children,’ but when we go to 
legislative or federal offices to get 
the money, the love is not there,” 
said Langston. “Let’s not wait. If 
we do, we're going to have chaos 
like school shootings and whatev- 
er breaking loose if we don’t help 
these kids. Please don’t let it hap- 


Assemblyman Craig Stanley 
(D-28th Dist.), told the audience 
that the battle to place the court 
decision of Abbott vs. Burke is 
won, but must continue. “This 
decision empowers us to demand 
certain things from Trenton, but 
the state still will never concede 
to this, ” said Stanley. “We need 
to put the pressure on them. We 
need to be vigilant. The full 
implementation of Abbott is the 
best thing for New Jersey and its 

ids.” 


So far the state hasn’t gone 
ahead with implementing Abbott, 
knowing the deadline is Septem- 
ber of this year. But hopefully, 
according to Janice Lester, it will 
“We're talking about our children 
getting what’s needed to better 
themselves,” said Lester, who has 
two children in the Newark 
school system. “Only disaster will 
occur if we let this sit.” 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 


EAST ORANGE East Orange 
School District will hold a parent's 
meeting on early childhood programs 
for the 1999/2000 year at the East 
Orange Board of Education Building 
beginning at 9 a.m. (973) 266-5757. 


ELIZABETH — Mayor Chris 
Bollwage and the Office on Aging will 
hold a meeting on senior citizen 
issues at Immaculate Conception 
Hall beginning at 12:30 p.m. (908) 
354-7431 


SCOTCH PLAINS — Union Catholic 
High Schoo! will hold its annual used 
clothing drive beginning at 8 a.m 
(908) 889-9475, 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Institute for School Innovation pre- 
sents 1,000 Friends. of Public 
Education Luncheon at the Newark 
Club inside One Newark Center 
beginning at 12 p.m. (973) 621-6631 


FRIDAY, APRIL 30 


NEWARK — The Urban League of 
Essex County presents a masquer- 
ade ball at the Anheuser-Busch 
Companies Building beginning at 8 
p.m. (973) 624-9535 


JAMESBURG — Single Faces Inc. 
will host a singles function at the 
Forgate Country Club beginning at 9 
p.m. (732) 521-0070. 


NEWARK — The Newark Municipal 
Council will hold a appreciation din- 
ner for parents and teachers of early 
childhood education at the Robert 
Treat Hotel beginning at 6 p.m. (973) 
733-7976. 


SATURDAY, MAY 1 


EAST ORANGE — The East Orange 
High School Parent Teacher 
Association presents an All-Star 
Benefit Basketball Doubleheader for 
the E.O.H.S. PTA Scholarship Fund 
at the East Orange High School 
Redmond Gymnasium beginning at 1 
p.m. 1-800-315-7909. 


PISCATWAY — The NAACP of 
Metuchen-Edison Area will host a 
Fashion and Dance Show at the 
Holmes Marshall Fire House begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. (732) 940-0190. 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Historical Society will hold a panel 
discussion on the American athlete in 
society apiako at 2 p.m. (973) 
596-850 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Joyce 
Golden Palette Art Gallery will hold a 
Pre-Mothers' Day Arts & Crafts 
Extravaganza beginning at 1_ p.m, 


(732) 247-8672 


WAYNE — Singles Faces Inc. will 
host a singles function at Wayne 
Manor beginning at 9 p.m. (973) 694- 
7776. 


SUNDAY, MAY 2 


ISLEIN — Singles Faces Inc. will host 
a singles function at the Woodbridge 
Sheraton beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 
634-3600. 


NEWARK — The Newark Museum 
presents a Family Day Celebration 
on the arts beginning at 1 p.m. (973) 
596-6550. 


TUESDAY, MAY 4 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey State Bar Foundation will hold 
a seminar on family law at the New 
Jersey Law Center beginning at 7 
p.m. (732) 937-7518. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 


WAYNE — Wiliam Paterson 
University will hold a lecture on the 
Declaration of Independence at the 
campus's Shea Center beginning at 
9:30 p.m. (973) 720-2208. 


SATURDAY, MAY 8 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) presents the 
annual spring chess. championship 
beginning at 9 a.m. (201) 200-3426. 


TEANECK — The Coalition of 100 
Black Women host an art exhibition 
at Holy Name Hospital's Marian Hall 
beginning at 10 a.m, (212) 457-1404. 


MONDAY, MAY 10 


NEWARK — Columbus Hospital of 
Newark will hold its Fourth Annual 
Golf and Tennis Outing at the Rock 
Spring Club in West Orange begin- 
ning at 8 a.m. (973) 268-3674. 


THURSDAY, MAY 13 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Historical Society will hold a discus- 
sion on America’s fascination with 
cars and history of cars beginning at 
5:30 p.m. (973) 596-8500. 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 


NEW YORK — The City Museum of 
New York will hold a discussion on 
the impact of Paul Robeson begin- 
ning at 2 p.m. (212) 534-1672. 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


WAYNE — William Paterson University 
will hold a sale on authentic pianos at 
the campus student center beginning 
at 10 a.m. (973) 720-2966. 
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Newark police 
chief honored 


Newark Police Chief Thomas C. O'Reilly will be honored 
for 43 years of dedicated service and bravery on April 
29. He was also awarded the Law 

Leadership ‘Award from the Grace Reformed Baptist 
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Senior citizens get tax 
help from students 


New Jersey City University students Olivia Morrison (left) and Bawa Rajwinder (right) assist 
Carmen Teague (center) of Jersey City with her income tax forms as part of the free Volunteer 
Income Tax Program (VITA) by the Internal Revenue Service and the 


ical Center for a check-up, they learned a lot 
about how the doctors, nurses, and staff care for people when they're sick, so 
that they get better. THg two chifiren are among a group of youngsters who par- 

tic Care,” held recently at Kid's Place Child Care 
Center, which is located on the hospital's campus. The event was hosted in cel- 
ebration of “Childcare and Hedithicare Week. 


NJCU Department of Business ‘Administration for senior citizens in community. The NJCU stu- 
dents were supervised by Bill Craven, an NJCU assistant professor of business adminstration. 


“Teddy Bear Care” 
roams Clara Maass 


Monmouth County’s 
“Poets in the Park” winners 


Whitney, both of Newark, took their furry 


First place winners of the Monmouth County Park System 
“Poets in the Parks” contest were recently awarded (standing 


left to right) Diane Chien of Holmdel, Cathay O'Brien of 
Cliffwood Beach, and Caroline Carty of Monmouth Beach pose 
with Chairman Adeline Lubkert(seated). 
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‘AN ‘PUFFY’ 
COMBS ARRESTED IN 
BEATING OF RECORD 
EXECUTIVE 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rap 
artist and music producer Sean 
“Puffy” Combs was arrested and 
charged with beating a rap 
record executive who was per- 
plexed by the attack. 

“| don't know why they beat 
me,” Steven Stoute said in a 
telephone interview. “They came 
in and started beating me up.” 

Stoute said he sustained a 
broken arm, a broken jaw and 
cuts to his head in the Thursday 
assault. He said Combs was one 
of three assailants, but he did 
not recognize the other two. 

Combs, 29, surrendered to 
police on Friday and was 
charged with second-degree 
assault and criminal mischief. If 
convicted of the more serious 
charge of assault, Combs could 
face up to seven years in jail 

Investigators said Combs was 
apparently upset over a video 
Stoute had produced. But Stoute 
disputed that, along with a news- 
3, Paper report that Combs was 

unhappy with a scene he was 
featured in the music video “Hate 
Me Now.” Stoute said he did not 
produce that video. 


! WVU FRATERNITY 
EXPELLED FOR 
BEATING PLEDGES 


MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) 
— A West Virginia University fra- 
ternity has admitted to repeated- 
ly beating three pledges and 
agreed to officially disband until 
all eight members are no longer 
stude- *~ --hool officials said 

Phi Beta Sigma chapter Presi- 
= dent Hugh Holness, a student 

from Dover Township, N.J., con- 

fessed that the beatings had 
taken place, said Linda Haus- 
man, manager of the Office of 

Student Organization Services 

Further action is likely against 
individual members of the frater- 
nity because at least one pledge 
has indicated he will file a formal 
complaint with WVU's Office of 
Student Life, Hausman said. 

Those proceedings could 

„result in a variety of penalties 
against those convicted of haz- 
ing, including expulsion. 

All eight members also face 
possible expulsion from the 
national organization and fines of 
$1 million apiece, said Daniel J. 
Tann, a Philadelphia attorney 
who serves as regional director 
for Phi Beta Sigma 

The WVU chapter was imme- 
diately suspended when the haz- 
ing allegations were raised, and 
the penalties were approved with 
a vote last weekend at the East- 
em Regional Conference, he 
said. 


MAGIC JOHNSON 
FOUNDATION HOSTS 
FASHION BENEFIT 
FOR BREAST CANCER 


(NNPA) — The alarming 
imbalance between the low inci- 
dence rate and high mortality 
rate of African- American women 
with breast cancer has lead the 
Magic Johnson Foundation to 
launch a National Breast Cancer 
‘Awareness Initiative (NBCAI). 

The campaign, designed to 
help women in urban communi- 
ties, especially women of color, 
obtain breast cancer education, 
screening and treatment ser- 
vices, was launched at a celebri- 
ty fashion show on April 24 in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. The fundrais- 
er, “A Salute to African-American 
Designers,” will include fashions 
from Karl Kani, Dada, FUBU, 
Perry White, and Dion Scott. 
Celebrity models will include 
Loretta Devine, Tia & Tamera 
Mowry, Deborah Cox, Shemar 
Moore, Tichina Arnold and War- 
ren G. 

“African-American women — 
our mothers, siblings, daughters 
and friends — are dying from an 

> illness that when detected very 
early, is often very treatable, and 
yet we are still dying more often 
than any other ethnic group,” 
said Cookie Johnson, vice presi- 
dent of the foundation's board of 
directors. 
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Women lead surge in black buying power boom 


By Ytasha L. Womack 


Black America’s buying power con- 
tinues to surge, with blacks outspending 
white households in electronics, apparel 
and personal care services. 

“The Buying Power of Black Amer- 
ica,” a report issued by Target Market 
News Inc., cites the growing economy 
and increased spending by black women 
for the surge in black family expendi- 
tures. 

According to Ken Smikle, president 
of Target Market News, the two percent 
increase of black women wage-eamers 
between 1996 and 1997 contributed to 
increased spending. 

“Black women, traditionally, are 


very instrumental in how a family 
spends,” Smikle said. He said increased 
spending habits among women gives the 
rest of the family confidence in buying 
more. 

Moreover, black women, Smikle 
said, “Traditionally spend increases 
(income) on their children as well as 
themselves.” 

In 1997, African Americans earned 
$392 billion, making them the 13th 
largest power block in the world. New 
York led with $27 billion. Chicago was 
second with a total black eamed income 
at $15.6 billion 

It was followed by Detroit at $10 
billion, Philadelphia at $8.9 billion and 
Los Angeles at $6.9 billion 


‘Trenchcoat Mafia’ 
opposed blacks, 


Hispanics 


LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) 
They called themselves the “Trench- 
coat Mafia,” a dozen outcast students 
who hated blacks, Hispanics, Jews 
and athletes, and dressed up in long 
black dusters, like villains of the Old 

fest. 

They played World War II games, 
bragged about their guns, and razzed 
fellow students about kowtowing to 
the elite students at Columbine High 
School 

But few students took them seri- 
ously until Tuesday, when police said 
two members of the rebellious group 
took out guns and started firin 

Classmates and Denver media 
identified the dead gunmen as Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold, both 
iuniors at the school Police refused to 
confirm the identities, hut were seen 
at Harris’ home, carrying out items 
including a computer. 

he “trenchcoats” were seen as 
smart and computer-savvy, fellow stu- 
dents said. Harris lived in a tidy, two- 
story home on a quiet suburban cul- 
le-sac — deserted today except for a 
steady stream of reporters driving 
through the neighborhood 

Sean Kelly, a 16-year-old junior, 
shared a computer lab with Harris. 

“They just didn’t seem to be all 
there. They liked things like Soldier 
of Fortune magazine,” Kelly said 
Harris made his own video production 
at school in which he bragged about 
some of his new guns. 

Authorities said the two boys 
killed themselves following a “suicide 
mission” in which they marched 
through the school, hurling pipe 
bombs and firing shotguns, leaving a 
trail of bodies. They said they learned 
of the group only after Tuesday's 
shooting. 

“School officials said they had no 
problems with the two suspects, there 
were no discipline problems,” Jeffer- 
son County sheriff’s spokesman Steve 
Davis said 

Jefferson County District Attor- 
ney Dave Thomas said both shooters 
had a juvenile record, but nothing vio- 
lent. “They were involved in the same 
incident, which was theft and trespass 
to a car,” he said. 

Other Trenchcoat Mafia members 
were questioned by police, including 
one who was led away in handcuffs 
Tuesday. But no arrests were made, 
Davis said, and there was no indica- 
tion that any of the others took part in 
the shooting 

Kelly said members of the group 
made a number of “generally deroga- 
tory remarks” about Hispanics and 
blacks, and were considered outcasts 
by other students at the school. But 
officials said that only one of the vic- 
tims was blaci 

They had a long-running feud 
with some of the school’s athletes, 
who enjoyed the popularity the 
Trenchcoats lacked. 

“A couple of months ago, the 
jocks were supposed to fight them,” 
said Matt Good, 16, a football player. 
But the Trenchcoats showed up two 
hours late, at the wrong spot, carrying 
swords and brass knuckles, and the 
fight was never rescheduled, Good 


said. 

In the 1998 yearbook, a photo 
showed members of the group locking 
arms and smiling, was accompanied 
by the caption, “Who says we're dif- 
ferent? Insanity’s healthy. ... Stay 
alive, stay different, stay crazy!” 

Chris Morris, a leader of the 
group. is grinning broadly. 

Klebold’s sallow-faced picture 
appears on a separate page, with the 
statement: “After going through many 
experiences in their lives, often time: 
students have regrets of past action: 

Student Andrew Beard said mem- 
bers of the group often came to school 
in steel-toed combat boots, some of 
them wearing Nazi crosses. Tuesday 
was the anniversary of Adolf Hitler’s 
birthday, and student Aaron Cohn said 
that was a significant day for Trench- 
coat members, who would make ref- 
erences to 4-20. He said they often 
made anti-Semitic comments. 

Beard said a dozen students 
joined the group last year, adopting 
the trademark dusters and sometimes 
wearing red or green berets, but tne 
numbers dwindled to a half-dozen this 
year as the novelty wore off. He said 
ihe knew of no special significance for 
the dusters. 

“Dylan said he hated the jocks, 


and jocks 


and how they could walk over people 
and thought they were tough,” Beard 
said. 

Josh Nielsen, 17, a junior at the 
school, said he knew members of the 
group as well. 

“They liked playing war games,” 
he said. “That’s ali they could talk 
about. They played war games and 
they liked to re-enact World War II 
battles.” 

Brooks Brown, who said he knew 
both gunmen, said he was walking out 
of school Tuesday morning when 
Harris warned him to leave. 

“I was walking out for a cigarette 
and I told him, ‘Hey, man’ and he 
said, ‘Brooks, I like you, Now, get out 
of here. Go home.” And so I didn’t 
think twice about it.” 

Brown told The Denver Post he 
and Harris had made up after a feud, 
but the boy was filled with hate 

“He did it because he hated peo- 
ple,” Brown said. “He loved the 
moment. He loved killing people, he 
liked that idea. He lived in that. That’s 
how I knew it would end the way this 
did ~ kill all the hostages and then 
themselves; I couldn't see anything 
else.” 


In 1997, black men eared $207 bil- 
lion, compared to black women at $183 

illion. 

According to the study, spending on 
personal care services, including hair 
salons and spa care increased from $2.2 
billion in 1996 to $3.3 billion in 1997 
Cosmetic purchases soared by $400 mil- 
lion and hair care expenditures increased 
by $113 million. 

“Basically, every sector of the econ- 
omy is going to be the beneficiary of 
black women improving financially, 
Smikle said. 

He said that is an excellent opportu- 
nity for community-based black busi- 
nesses, many of which are service-ori- 
ented, to develop marketing strategies to 


continued from page 1 
police who disapprove of his com- 
mentary on police brutality in the city 
1 lost a time with my father because 
my country doesn't believe in what he 
believes and that is equality for all 
man,” said Mazia Abu-Jamal, who 
poke emotionally about his father. 
“Bach and every single one of you have 
the power to make things change —the 
opportunity to see whether my father 
comes home a free man.” 

Jamal’s attorney Leonard Wein- 
glass addressed the crowd with the lat- 
est information on his case to get him 
out. “We are demanding that the files be 
open on this case and see where we can 
help him,” said Weinglass. “We can't 
give Mumia his seventeen years back, 
but we can end this travesty of justic 
The rally also discussed the issue of 
police brutality in the wake of the death 
of West African Immigrant Amadou 
Diallo in New York. Ron Daniels of the 
Center for Constitutional Rights sees 
this case as well as Diallo’s going hand 
in hand. “Mumia case is one of the 
atest cases of police brutality and the 
miscarriage of justice in the history of 
this country. Mumia represents thou- 
sands of men and women who've been 
victimized by the police and the judic 


attract black women 
Purchases of technology and e1 
tainment electronics also 
among black households. Acquisition of 
Internet services skyrocketed among 
blacks, from $10 million in 1996 to $60 
million in 1997. Blacks also out-spent 
whites per capi 
lite dishes and 
spent $187 million in satellite hook ups. 
Computer purchases also doubled. 
“African Americans have always 
embraced new communications technol 
ogy with heavy purchases,” Smikle said 
He credits this increase in technolo- 
gy spending to African Americans 
desire to acquire information. 
“The value we put on information is 


increased 


e we put on educa- 
It is a way to move 
Moreover, he said the 
ble and satellites enable 
about current cul- 


imilar to the valu 
Smikle said. 


blacks to le 
ture and “se 

We always outspend white house 
service because there's 
cable than network TV,” 
r so coupled with 
narket_ investments. 
arget Market News, 
n stocks and bonds quadru- 
billion in 1995 to $12 bil- 
lion That was attributed to 
more blacks investing, not just stock and 
bond growth. 


surges in stock 
According tc 


in 1997 


for justice 


Marchers rally in support of Mumia 


system,” said Daniels. “We must stru 
gle and fight until we achieve the free 
dom of Mumia and a new society with- 
out threats of the police.” 

After the rall 


“Stop the Execution.” 
‘We're getting the word out about this 
case and the corruption that has taken 
lace,” said Amanda Nigar, who trav 


eled all the way from North Dakota to 
be at the rally. “Either they redo the case 
or let him go. Simple as that. Hopefully 
they will, before they have blood on 
their hands.” So far there’s been no 
timetable to when Jamal will be execut- 
ed, but Weinglass said that doesn’t mat- 
ter. “They have the courts, the police, 
political officials. Mumia has all of you. 
That’s a powerful tool 
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Trail of tears for 
America’s youth 


Desperate teens are crying out for help but the world is silencing them 
to an explosive outburst of rage leading to massacres’ and suicide. 
Littleton, Colorado has reached the extreme level where our country, ifl 
they haven't before, must now listen to the youth of America. Your little 
angels of today may create the hell of tomorrow. 

When teenage youth can not handle the ups and downs of life such as 
popularity, criticism and self-esteem we must stop and question why andl 
who could have prevented this? We must say could there have been any| 
other way? And finally we must say will it happen again? 

The answer is the youth in Colorado known as the ‘Trenchcoat Mafia’ 
did not act alone and their overt racist and anti-jock mentality was publicly| 
conversed and no one took them serious enough until it was too late. If 
your child is in the garage constructing bombs and no one questions his/her 
whereabouts then yes something is wrong with the communication skills 
and attention span of that childs parents and family members, If your child 
praises the hatred and genocide of Adolf Hitler and you have not inter- 
vened enough to install moral and ethic values then yes something is 
wrong. Finally, if you send your child to school to receive an education 
and become a productive citizen and they leave out in a body bag then youl 
have witnessed somebody else's problem now becoming yours. We have 
to stop thinking in an isolated mentality. If my kid isn’t out on the street 
or isn’t out on a limb then I don’t have to worry about it. That may have 
been what the parents of the 19 youth thought until they received that 


phone call 


What I want all parents and adults to realize is that we must increase 
our communication skills with our children, if your child needs help don’t 
disregard it as just another phase, teach unity, confidence and cultural 
awareness as a must and most importantly, come together as a people 
because the world is truly in the best of times and the worst of times 

The stock market is up but human morale and decency is at an all time 
Jow when we are at war with other countries, when our kids are at war with 
each other and when our families are turning on one another. Let's get it 
together before the agonizing trail of blood greets your family’s doorstep. 


Save Newark’s children 


Recently, 1 returned to Newark 
to visit my children and grandchil- 
dren after a seven-month absence. | 
relocated last year to a southern 
metropolis. Sadly, I arrived in 
Newark early Friday and was ready 
to return to my new home the next 
day. 

It breaks my heart to see the 
City that I was born and raised in 50 
years ago and love in such despair. 
i am not ashamed. 1 am sad. 
Teenage children were standing on 
corners selling drugs, playing loud 
music, using profanity in the pres- 
ence of women, children and the 
elderly without any remorse. Streets 
littered with debris and filth, people 
living in houses encased in iron 
bars because they are afraid. People 
paying property taxes for protection 
and enjoyment of their homes, 
instead living in fear of their own 
neighbors and neighborhood 

As stated before, I relocate 
and in the interim transferred my 
two grandchildren to a new school 
from G.W." Carver Elementary 
(“Carver”), After the children were 
attending their new school for two 
and half months, the frustrated 
administrator contacted me to let 
me know that she was unsuccessful 
in acquiring the children’s records 
from Carver. I contacted Carver and 
discovered that the children attend- 
ed Carver for one full year without 
Carver requesting their records 
from the previous school 
(Irvington). Therefore, 1 contacted 
Irvington and they faxed the 
records immediately. How does a 
child sit in Carver for two years and 
Carver is clueless about the child’s 
previous academic capabilities and 
achievements? We wonder why 
Joan and Johnny can’t read — 
nobody cares 

The Newark school system, 
mayor, city council and most par- 
ents and educators were up in arms 
about the State taking control of the 
Newark school system. What they 
need is a U.S. Marine drill sergeant 
to restore order, pride and good 
work ethics back to the Newark 
school system. It appears this was 
another political tantrum over 
power. Is it more important to have 
a new automobile cellular tele- 
phone, expense account and budget 
allowance to make every confer- 
ence between here and Timbuktu 
There is little or no thought about 
and Joan who cannot read 
me if it were printed on the 
blackboard. I am a product of the 
Newark public school system as are 
many others. I was able to read 
above the grade level because 
teachers and administrators were 
handling their business — teaching 
the children. People wake up. Joan 
and Johnny are the leaders of 
tomorrow. SAVE THE CHIL- 
DREN! 


a 


Parents — make your presence 
known in the school system! Do not 
leave the education of your children 


up to people with political ambi- 
tions, you have a responsibility to 
your children to make sure that they 
receive the best education possible. 
On your day off, volunteer in the 
school for tutoring or sit in a class 
with your children. Inquire about 
the School Board meetings and 
attend. Join the PTA and attend 
meetings regularly. Make the 
administrators and educators stand 
accountable and you stand account- 
able for your children’s future. 
SAVE THE CHILDREN! 

Parents — take back your chil- 
dren, home, school and anything 
else that you believe has been taken 
away trom you. Only you can make 
ference and end this cycle of 
despair. Teach your children that 
the only thing greater than them is 
God and they can accomplish any- 
thing they seek to achieve their 
dream. Teach them that there are no 
obstacles — only stepping stones to 
life lessons and successes. SAVE 
THE CHILDREN! 

Poverty is not the issue. Most of 
the people that grew up in Newark 
in the 40's, 50's, 60's and 70's were 
impoverished according to urban 
sociologists. One sure thing. our 
parents knew the parents of our 
friends, our teachers’ name, what 
our assignments were, when they 
were due, when our report cards 
were due, the store owners in our 
neighborhood, what you brought in 
the house and where you got it 
from, where we went, with whom 
we went, and what we were doing. 
We were taught respect for your- 
self, family, home, friends, the 
elderly and other people's property. 
We went to church Sunday or did 
not go out to play, because it was 
imperative that you knew God was 
watching you and holding you 
accountable for you deeds good and 
bud. This was not a debatable issue. 
It was the law of your household. 

Citizens, Property and Business 
Owners — make the politicians that 
come out and shake your hand, 
your babies and get your votes 
stand accountable. Find out when 
the City Council meetings are and 
who your district council person is, 
make your presence known. Do not 
allow them to deny you access to 
these meetings, it is held at City 
Hall, a public building belonging to 
the citizens of Newark 

Any business affecting the City 
of Newark concerns you. Do not be 
discouraged if you are the only one 
at a meeting or doing something - 
sometimes many can hear one 
voice. Take your neighborhood 
back. It is your God given right. 
Organize community groups to 
meet in someone s home, the 
church, your couneilperson’s office 
or the district police station. Be per- 
sistent, consistent and insistent, 
hold steadfast, you ure only asking 
for your due 

DON’ T TAKE NO and CAN- 
NOT FOR AN ANSWER! 
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We can transform the 


politics of Victimhood 


By Lenora Fulani 


When Emina Jihad Jones called and 
asked me to speak at the anniversary 
memorial tribute to her son Malik who 
fatally shot by an East Haven police 
officer two years ago, | was tom about 
whether to go. Not because I didn’t feel 
that the commemoration was a critical 
event, 1 very much wanted to honor 
Malik Jones. Every time Emma and 1 
have spoken, the pain, the triumph and 
tragedy of being the black mothers of a 
black male child in America, is right on 
the surface. I wanted to be there for her 
and for all the black mothers in America, 
1 also wanted to express my support for 
the legal action and the legislative action 
being taken by supporters of the family 
and the community to stop racial protil- 
ing by police. 

1 was conflicted because I knew that 
if I went, 1 would be introduced and 
acknowledged and interviewed by the 
media as a black leader who has been in 
the streets and on the frontlines of many 
battles against police brutality and other 
forms of racial violence. This is true. 1 
have. But here is the problem. For me, it 
is not an honor to be thus identified. It is, 
rather, a source of shame. Because it 
means that we, black leadership on 
whom our community relies, have thus 
far failed to stop the brutality to stop the 
injustice and to lead us as a community 
and as a country to a new place. We have 
to take a hard look at that failure. We 
can’t cover it over. 

One of the issues in the city of New 
Haven’s ongoing investigation into 
Malik Jones’ murder and subsequently 
in the wrongful death suit brought by his 
mother is the question of whether 
Officer Robert Flodquist used excessive 
force on April 14, 1997 and whether the 
use of excessive force was racially moti- 
vated. In other words, was racism a fac- 
tor in the shooting? 

f course, we all recognize that it 
was. The city’s investigation said, in 
effect it wasn't and Officer Flodquist 
was found to have committed no crimi- 
nal wronging. The wrongful death suit 
recently filed in District Court will be a 
new forum in which to re-examine that 
issue. But whatever the particulars of the 
legal process might be, and however the 
process plays out. according to whatever 
legal threshold must be established, you 
ism was 


Is there racism on the East Haven 
police force’? Of course there is. But the 
issue is not whether there is racism in the 
police department, in city government, 
or state Or a 


capacities and our power are over deter- 
imined by the politics of victimhood. 

So much of what has become black 
politics in America today is this kind of 
politic. This politic says, “We are 
oppressed, so give us something. We are 
angry, so give us something. We are 
black, so give us something.” In the 
Democratic Party, where 90 percent of 
us vote those of us who do vote that, is 
how we are seen. That is how we are 
mobilized. That is what we do. And, 
most importantly that is how we are 
marginalized. 

We must do something to change 
that marginalization. Our messages, our 
statement, our politic musm’t be, “We 
are damaged so help us ease the pai 
No. We may be damaged. We have been 
brutalized, after all. But we are also 
human beings, people like other people 
with the capacity to build and create an 
lead and develop. And itis my belief that 
itis high time for us to build and create 
and lead and develop a new politic. An 
independent empowering politic that 
takes us beyond the status quo, because 
the status quo is what's killing our kids 
and no amount of anger and pain that 
fails to address that will make a dit 


ence. 
In New York there are huge protests 
going on in response to the brutal mur- 
der of Amadou Diallo on February 4th 
by four white police officers and I have 
joined thousands of other New Yorkers 
in marching. But in the Diallo situation, 
the political question is what all of that 
mobilization translates into? Does it 
‘translate into more political influence for 
particular black leaders? Fine. But more 
importantly, does that translate into more 
political power for the black communi- 
ty? Not. in my opinion, if that movement 
is all channeled into institutions like the 
Democratic Party, which powerfully 
manipulates the politics of identity, the 
Politics of victimhood. The status quo 
litical game is one in which black 
leaders protest about how oppressed we 
are get all of us to protest and then use 
that protest to build their positions in a 
litical party that is oppressing us. It 
Bes make sense. 
| As a political independent, 1 have 
been working to create new kinds of 
Political action and institutions for black 
“people and all people, because I believe 
“in my heart that the status quo political 
rangement is profoundly limiting to 
‘black America. The equation, in some 
Ways, is this simple. If we had more 
Political options to choose from, we'd be 
more sought alter. If we were more 
ught after, und less taken for granted 


£ 


any 
The issue is not whether there is racism 
at all. There is. The serious issue is what 
are we going to do about racism? 

Certainly, the legislative effort 
Underway to outlaw ricial profiling by 
police is critical, and 1 support it whole- 
heartedly. But outlawing racial profiling 
is simply a way of protecting us against 
the effects - the practical implications of 
racism. We must go further. And going 
further, means going to the issue of 
where and how and under what circum- 
stances we, as a community, operate and 
relate politically. 

As black people, as people of color. 
as poor people we deal with temible 
tragedy on at routine basis. Malik Jones 
lost his life for no good reason. There ure 
millions upon millions of stories of this 

id. We are the victims of a bitter vio- 
lence and race hatred. There is no ques- 
tion of that. But, we are also, too often, 
victims of something else. We are the 
victims of victimhood. 

Our lives, Our vision, our sotial 


sit d be in a far better 
sition to leverage the power structure 
for what we need and want and to trans- 
form that power structure into some- 
J thing completely different, something 
bottom-up, grassroots, democratic and 
inclusive. If we use the creation of new 
Political options to create a new politic 
for ourselves and for all people, then we 
will have made a difference for our chil- 
dren and we will have honored the many 
victims of police brutality who are too 
numerous to mention. in a proper and 
meaningful way. 


Lenora B. Fulani twice ran for pres- 
ideni of the U.S. as an independent, 
making history in 1988 when she 
became the first women and African - 
American to get on the ballot in all fifty 
states. Dr. Fulani is currently a leading 
activist in the Reform Party and chairs 
the Committee for a Unified 
She can be reached 
201 or at hip: 


wins Fulaniorg 


Liberation 
through education 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


Even though the condition of 
African people in America often times 
seems gloomy on the one hand, the 
African Centered Movement continues 
to propel a rising African centered con- 
sciousness among those seeking the 
truth conceming African reality. 

1 have pointed out on numerous 
occasions that the rise of African cen- 
tered consciousness in our movement 
for the liberation of African people in 
America can partially be attributed to 
the research, teaching, and writing by 
the African centered scholars and 
activists over the last thirty years, 

In 199; Kobi Kambon (a.k.a. 
Joseph Baldwin) published his book, 
The African Personality In America: 
An African Centered Framework, 
which profoundly added to the African 
centered scholarship that is providing 
us with the intellectual weaponry need- 
ed to continue the fight against white 
supremacy and European domination. 

r. Kambon has recently pub- 
lished another book that follows in the 
same outstanding tradition that he 
established in his previous work. His 
new book is titled, African/Black 
Psychology In The Americani Context: 
An African Centered Approach 

It is important to point out that Dr. 


tion of the development of 
African/Black psychology from 
ancient times to the present. The book 
is written in four parts, including an 
introduction explaining why the book 
was written 

The four parts of the book are: Part 
E Historical Foundations of 
African/Black Psychology; Part I: 
Päradigmatic Foundation and Issues; 
Part III; Recent Historical and 
Contemporary Expressions of 
African/Black Psychology; Part IV: 
Concepts and Issues In African/Black 
Psychology. 

Dr. Kambon observes that, “This is 
why the vital relevance of so-called 
psychology to the African liberation 
movement, or perhaps more appropri- 
ately stated, to the cultural restoration 
movement, has been kept away from 
the masses of otherwise intellectually 
developed Africans.” 

All African students, teachers, and 
African people in the field of psycholo- 
gy should definitely read this book and 
study it carefully. 1 would add, that 
those of us truly concemed about our 
liberation as a people, whether we are 
in the field of psychology or not should 
read this most insightful and ground 
breaking contributions on the part of 
Dr. Kambon. 

The book includes a comprehen- 


Kambon is a professor of r: 
and the former chairman of the psy- 
chology department at Florida A & M 


sive chology set of 
references and bibliography. Also, Dr. 
Kambon has provided us with an 


University. This is the only p 2) 
department known to have an African 
centered thrust in its overall training 
program during a tenure of twelve 
years from 1985 to 1997. 

Dr. Kambon’s latest publication is 
a comprehensive and detailed compila- 


extensive ycholog; 
Glossary that will help the reader digest 
many of the numerous concepts he pre- 
sents, 

Again, this is a must reading for 
those concerned about African 
Liberation. 


Thousands march and rally to revise: 
spirit of activism in community 


By Brandt Williams 


Special 10 the NNPA From the 
Insight News 


Minneapolis, Minn— A March for 
Freedom and Justice held in front of 
the Capitol here early this month was 
more than just a reaction to Gov. Jesse 
Ventura’s failure to appoint any 
African Americans to his cabinet. 
Though some in the crowd of over a 
thousand people held signs which read 
“Jesse the racist Ventura,” the overall 
atmosphere created by the march orga- 
nizers and speukers was that of a civil 
rights revival, and a resurrection of the 
old-time activism made famous by Dr 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

March co-organizer and longtime 
activist Spike Moss reminded eager 
participants of the importance of the 
blend of religion and activism. 
“Everything we are and everything we 
had came from the preachers and the 
church," said Moss before introducing 
the Rey. Bishop Stanley Frazier, pre- 
siding bishop of the Minnesota juris- 
diction of the Church of God In Christ 
“Many of our children don’t know that 
All we had was a church and all we had 
was a preacher and all we had was a 
God all the way through everything 
we've been through.” 

The line-up of speakers at the rally 
was a veritable who’s who of activism 


of 
William Smith, 111, 
Wellspring Church. “We're standing 
up on the blood of Martin Luther King. 
We are standing up on the blood of 
Jesus.” Smith said that attendees 
should go back to their communities 
and churches and be inspired to 
become better people and more 
involved in the crucial issues which 
face black Americans. But, before 
Smith left the podium he warmed the 
govemor. “We've come to serve notice 
on Jesse Ventura — if you body slam 
us, we will put a neck-breaker on you!” 

Several members of the Nation of 
Islam stood at the podium and greeted 
the masses, offering passages from the 
Koran. They also encouraged everyone 
to stand together against those who 
would stand against them 

William McGee, chief public 
defender for Hennepin County, gave a 
passionate address about how the crim- 
inal justice system is contributing to 
the destruction of African Americans. 

“We need to understand that 41 
percent of the individuals in prison in 
Minnesota are African American,” | 
said McGee. “There are 5,300 people 
in prison in Minnesota that means | 
2 


100 of them are brothers and sisters | 


just like me and you. Brothers and sis- | 
ters, that is unacceptable.’ 


and advocacy in the y. The 
podium was shared by the Rev. Jerry 
McAfee, Min. James Muhammad, 
Queen Mother Liz Samuels, Keith 
Ellison, and the Rev. Oliver White, to 
name a few. 

Many of them spoke with the 
urgency and passion of other civil 
rights icons like Malcolm X. The Rev. 
Ian Bethel gave a fiery address which 
both criticized the governor's attitude 
and reminded the crowd of the com- 
munity’s responsibility to question 
authority. “We are here today because 
we are going to have justice, and we're 
going to hold Jesse and all of those 
who sit on the inside of this building 
accountable!” roured Bethel. “And, 
we've come today to say by any means 
necessary, you will be held account- 
able!” 

As a cold wind drove the icy nes- 
dles of intermittent drizzle into the 
crowd, speaker after speaker kept the 
tempo upbeat and relayed uplifting 
messages of self-reliance, defiance, 
unity, and respect for those who've 
fought and died for the rights of 
African Americans. 


No holiday for , 
black Americans 


Members of the African- 
American leadership network Project 
21 find fault with the beliefs and goals 
of radical environmentalists who are 
celebrating Earth Day. These activists 
regularly promote drastic regulations 
that harm the welfare of average 
Americans, particularly minorities, as 
solutions to perceived environmental 
problems 

“Black Americans can no longer 
fford to senselessly follow the belit- 
tling policies of the radical environ- 
mental movement,” said Project 21 
member John Meredith. “The leaders 
of that insidious movement, if indeed 
they achieve their ultimate goal, 
would do far more harm to us as a 
people than slavery ever did.” 

Policies advocated by the radical 
environmental movement would have 
a disproportionately negative effect 
on the African-American community. 
Proposed restrictions on the use of 
fossil fuels to combat the yet- 
unproven threat of global warming, 
for example, would reduce the income 
of the poorest fifth of the population 
by ten percent while reducing the 
income of the richest fifth by only two 
percent. With the average black 
income in the United States just 

.722, black Americans would 
obviously bear an overwhelming 
share of the burden for these regula- 
tions in addition to paying a more sig- 
nificant portion of their incomes for 
other energy sources like natural gus 
and electricity. Likewise, population 
control measures pushed by environ- 
mentalists would profoundly effect 
growing African American and 


Walker rally p: 
to get involved in their own neighbor- 
hoods and form groups around issues 
that concern them. “If you can't get 
into working on housing, if that’s not | 
your thing, we've got CODEFOR (the | 
City of Minneapolis’ get tough on ! 
crime program) going on, our children 
are failing in the schools, you need to | 
figure out what your issue is and get | 
involved,” said Walker | 
Other highlights included the read- | 
ing of a letter of support sent by Sen 
Paul Wellstone who could not attend 
the rally because of the illness of his | 
father, a demonstration of unity | 
between Willie Mae Wilson, president | 
and CEO of the St, Paul Urban League | 
and Clarence Hightower, president and | 
CEO of the Minneapolis Urban | 
League, who delivered a joint message | 
and an appearance by singer Billy ' 
Steele who lead participants in a ver- | 
sion of “This Little Light of Mine.” 


Affordable housing activist Neva | 


Brandt Williams is executive edi- 
tor of the Insight News in Minneapolis, ° 
Minn. 


the shrinking white population virtu:' 
ally untouched j 


In addition, the Clinton} 
Administration's enforcement of} 
“environmental justice” policies, 


rules meant to protect poor 
minority communities from “environ-! 
mental racism,” does not take the eco- 
nomic needs of a community into 
consideration. In 1997, the govern-+ 
ment invalidated a permit issued to! 
the Shintech Corporation to build a, 
plastics factory in a poor, predomi- 
nantly black community in Louisiana. 
Despite the fact that the factory would’ 
have created thousands of jobs and 
had the support of community leaders’ 
and the loca! NAACP, the government 
was able to stop it because it did not 
meet federal environmental justice 
standards : 

“To me, Earth Day is merely an 
annual reminder of the environmental; 
movement's insensitivity to the needs 
and concerns of the nation’s minori- 
ties the other 364 days of the year,” 
said Project 21 National Advisory 
Council Chairman Edmund Peterson. 
“I will not celebrate Earth Day until! 
environmentalists show as much con- 
cern for the needs of people of color 
they do for the environment.” 


Project 21 has been a leading 
voice of the African-American com- 
munity since 1992. For more informa- 
tion, contact David Almasi at (202) 
371-1400 ext.106 or Project21@} 
nationalcenterorg, or visit Project 
21s Internet web site at 
Autp:/www project2 lorg. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 


TRENTON— New Jersey's nation- 
ally recognized Urban Enterprise Zone 
program is helping Elizabeth, Carteret, 
Long Branch, North Bergen and Pleas 
antville pay for targeted urban develop 
ment projects without additional cost to 
their taxpayers 

The New Jersey Commerce & Eco- 
nomic Growth Commission's. Urban 
Enterprise Zone Authority awarded 
over $3.5 million for varied urban pro: 
jects around the state. The projects range 


PARSIPPANY — The Morris County 

amber of Commerce presents. its 
annual business trade show called 
“Technology Solutions for Your Busi- 
ness” at the Parsippany Hilton begin- 
ning at 10 a.m. (973) 539-3882 


NEW YORK — The Port Authority of 
New Jersey & New York will hold a 
forum on construction contractors and 
business practices at their offices 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. (212) 435-6312. 


CRANFORD — Union County College 
will offer a seminar on conflicts in the 
workplace beginning at 6 p.m. (908) 
709-7900. 


nesses operating within the zone, and 
more. 

According to Gualberto "Gi 
ina, Chief 
tary of NJ Commerce, “New Jersey has 
several successful multifaceted eco 
nomic development initiatives in place, 
but the Urban Enterprise Zone program 
is one of our most noteworthy ones. Just 
look at its impact: 50,244 full-times jobs 
created since its inception in 1983, with 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29 


MONTCLAIR — Montclair State Uni- 
versity presents its annual “Law Day” 
seminar at Dickerson Hall beginning at 
9 a.m. (973) 655-4333. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 30 


UNION — The Union County Econom- 
ic Development Corporation will hold a 
training course and seminar on finan- 
cial and technical assistance for smal! 
business beginning at 9 am. (908) 
527-1166. 


UNION — The U.S. Small Business 
Administration will hold a seminar on 
financial and technical assistance for 
small business. Call (973) 645-2434 
for time and location 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New Jer- 
sey Bar Foundation will present a free 
public seminar on buying and selling a 
home on at the New Jersey Law Cen- 
ter beginning at 7 p.m. (732) 937-7518. 


EDISON — The New Jersey Career 
Equity Assistance Center will hold their 
Ninth Annual Assets Conference at the 
Sheraton Edison Hotel Raritan Center 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. (609) 771-2008. 


MONDAY, MAY 3 


(CRANFORD — Union County College 
will offer a seminar on starting and 
managing your own business begin- 
ning at 6:30n p.m. (908) 709-7600. 


PLAINFIELD — The New Jersey Asso- 
ciation of Women Business Owners 
(NJAWBO) and The Urban's Women’s 
Center of the YMCA of Plainfield/North 
Plainfield will offer a workshop on busi- 
ness ownership among women at the 
United National Bank Community Eiu- 
cation Center beginning at 9 a.m. (908) 


over $8.5 billion invested by UEZ busi- 
ness. There is no doubt that the program 
has benefited the state’s urban areas and 
our economy.” 

These urban renew: 
approved today at a meeting of NJ Com- 
mercé’s Urban Enterprise Zone Author- 
ity: Elizabeth [$1 526,000}-$ 1,000,000 
to establish a loan pool for businesses 
‘operating within the zone that required 
capital for certain types of fixed asset 
purchases; $526,000 to launch a market- 
ing program for its U 

Carteret [$760,000]-To begin a con- 
struction project that will redirect the 
flow of vehicular traffic to create a 
“town center,” where pedestrians can 
walk without impediment, taking 
advantage of the town’s newly con- 
structed library and other city services 
housed in several buildings. 

10.000]-To begin 
walk replacement 
d. 


projects were 


“North Bergen [$450,000]-To begin 
construction of a medical facility called 
Amerimed Plaza,” a project that will be 


~ Metro Expo 99 


UEZ program pays for urban 
projects and creates jobs 


situated on a two-acre site at Kennedy 
Boulevard and 58th Street. The initial 
phase of the construction will be a four 
story office building with approximately 
70,000 square feet of space. When com- 
pleted, tenants providing medical ser- 
ices to the surrounding community will 
occupy “Amerimed Plaza.” 

Pleasantville [$338,087}- For pub 
lic safety funding, specifically the 
appointment and outfitting of five police 
officers to be assigned to a special detail 
with the police department to patrol the 
Urban Enterprise Zone within its central 
business district and shoppin; 

New Jersey's Urban Enterprise 
Zone program was enacted by the State 
islature in 1983 to revitalize the 

at most distressed urban areas by 
creating private-sector jobs and public 
and private investment in d areas 
of these communities. N 
presently has 27 Urban Enterprise 
Zones in 29 municipalities around the 
state that have since produced 50,244 
fu'l-time jobs with over $8.5 billion 
invested by UEZ business 


nter 
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Financial 
planning and 
spiritual health 


By Dale Caldwell 


Dale Caldwell 


Unfortunately, many African Americans do not deduct contributions to 
their church from their taxes. Many people “tithe” (contribute 10 percent 
of their pre-tax income to their church), however, they do not include these 
contributions on their tax returns. As a result, many African Americans pay 
more in taxes than they need to. One of the main reasons that they do not 
claim this contribution is because they believe that spirituality and financial 
planning do not mix 

As the child of a United Methodist minister 1 have spent much of my 
life in and around the church. My experiences have led me to believe that 
some of the principles a spiritual health can apply to financial planning 

I have found Galatians 5:22-23 to be one of the most powerful passages 
in the Bible This passe states that “the Fruit of the Spirit: is divided into 
nine elements. These clements represent the attributes that all children of 
God should demonstrate. The King James Version of the Bible reads “the 
Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness and tempe Longsuffering, goodness, faith and tem 
perance are the four elements that can be best applied to financial planning 

“Longsuffering” refers to patience under difficult situations. Unfortu- 
nately, many of us are facing very difficult financial circumstances. The 
principles of good financial planning dictate that the best way to turn your 
financial situation around is to patiently plot a course of action. Too often 
people make rash investment decisions and hurt themselves financially, By 
being patient you can develop a strong financial plan based on solid invest- 
ment principles 

“Goodness 


ce. 


refers to being morally sound and honest. I have seen 
many people try to take a shortcut to making money honestly. They will try 
to use “inside information”(illegal information supplied to them by some- 
one working for a publicly traded company) to determine what stocks to 
purchase. I have never scen this inside information yield any significant 
profits. Most successful investors make their money by using sound finan- 
cial information to determine where to invest. Honesty does pay 
h” refers to being true to one’s belief. When you develop a solid 
plan you must be faithful to the plan in order for it to be effective. 
Sometimes the financial plan will require that you save more money than 
you are comfortable saving. If you do not have faith in the plan it will never 
work. Therefore, whenever you develop a financial plan be 100percent sure 
that you have faith in the plan and will follow it through to completion 
“Temperance s to self-control. Too often we are tempted to fol- 
low “get-rich-quick-schemes.” There are many investments that virtually 
guarantee that you will make money by investing in them. Unfortunately, 
I have never seen any of these schemes ever work. You must therefore 
exercise self-control when investing. Make sure that your investments are 
based on sound financial principles not the promise of making a lot of 
money quickly 
Likewise, you must exhibit self-control when using your credit cards. 

Unfortunately, credit cards make it easy to lose our self-control. They 
enable us to buy whatever we want, when we want, whether we have the 
money or not. Credit card debt is one of the biggest financial problems in 
the African-American community, Too many of us are paying high interest 
rates on thousands of dollars of credit card debt. If we are going to increase 
our net worth as a community we must exhibit self-control and minimize 
our credit card debt 

I am attempting, with some success, to demonstrate love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance in my 
I believe that if everyone attempted to follow these elements 
in every aspect of their life we would live in a much better world. 


financi 
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756-3500. Employees of the Chase Manhattan Bank Residential Lending group, 
stopped to pose in front their:Chase booth at Metro ‘99. This one-day event! 
held at Madison Square Garden, provided information sn home ownership. 
Chase was the only bank that offered seminars in Sp-nish and English 


TUESDAY, MAY 11 


SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


JUNE 5th & 6th 


NEW YORK -+ The’New York State 
Society) of CPA's Cooperation with 
Financial Media Committee will hold a 
sefninar on reading and understanding 
financial statements at their offices 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. (212) 719-8405. 
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April 28 - May 4, 1999 


FRIDAY, APRIL 30 


NEWARK — Celeste Bateman & Asso- 
ciates presents the Gospel Play We 
Bev Viton iat, Newark Symekany 

's Second Theater beginning at 8 
i 873) 705-8253 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 1 


BELLEVILLE — Second Baptist Church 
will hold its second annual “100 Black 
Men Who Cook" fund raiser at the Uni- 
versity of Medicine and Dentistry Med- 
ical School's Grand Foyer in Newark 
beginning at 6 p.m. (973) 450-5875. 


Blacks and 
the Dutch 


Reformed 
Church 


By Glenn Cunningham 


ERSEY CITY — The leaders of 
the Dutch reformed Church believed 
that Christians should not be enslaved. 
So slaves were often freed if they were 
baptized. But as attitudes changed, and 
since it was more economical not to 
replace freed slaves, the number of bap- 
tisms declined. 

For fourteen years, the inhabitants 
of Bergen worshiped in the log school 
house they built where Martin Luther 
King Jr. School is now. Then in 1680 
they built a small octagonal stone 
church on the other side of the road. 

The church had 134 members when 
it was dedicated in 1681, including a 
Dutch-speaking black man named 
Jochem Anthony, who joined the 
Bergen Dutch Reformed Church on 
April 7, 1679. 

Jochem must have been proud to 
take his place in the church on Sunday 
mornings. Like the other male members 
he sat in the seat he brought with him 
and placed it against the wall. The 
women sat in the middle. When the col- 
lections were taken, Jochem probably 
gave his fair share of seewant, or 
wampum the accepted currency in old 
Bergen then for he was a free man and 
a property owner. 

Jochem had moved to Bergen from 
New Amsterdam and was probably the 
son of one of eleven Dutch West India 
Company slaves who, in 1664, were set 
“free and at fiber on the same footing 
other free people in New Netherlands. * 

In 1684 Jochem petitioned the Gov- 
emor of East Jersey for the right to buy 
land on the bank of the Hackensack 
River from the Indians. He was allowed 
to purchase 100 acres. Then in April 
1686, he married Maria Jeems, at the 
schoo! house in Bergen. Their daughter, 
Maria, was bom the following year and 
was baptized in the Dutch church in 
Hackensack. 

In 1773 the old octagonal church 
was replaced by a two-story sanctuary, 
with a tall steeple that was the most vis- 
ible structure in Bergen for many years. 
Reverend John Comelison, the dominie 
of the church in the early 1800s, showed 
some interest in the spiritual and educa- 
tional needs of the town’s dark inhabi- 
tants, 

Comelison stayed at the Sip Home- 
stead, where the Kay -Finlay Jewelry 
store is now at Bergen and Sip Avenues. 
Although the dominie held special ser- 
vices for them in his own house and cat- 
echized them faithfully even he owned a 
slave. Her name was 

Under Comelison many of the 'ser- 
vants’ of the church's distinguished 
families joined the church. 

Susan Kamutick, the administrator 
of Old Bergen Church, as the congrega- 
tion is known today, has made available 
to this writer a Register of Communi- 
cants Being Persons of Color, which 
lists seventeen black members of the 
church. Each one was a slave of a 
respected church member. 

foday we are reminded of these 
former slave masters by the many street 
signs that bear their names on Jersey 
City’s streets: Newkirk, Van Winkle, 
Vreeland, Brinkerhoff; Prior, Tuers, 
and others. 

By the time Comelison died in 
1828, the records reflected a growing 
free black population in the area. For 
instance, on June 14, 1834, Tobias 
Walker, a free colored man married 
Betsy, a servant of Aaron Tuers.” Betsy, 
was a slave of the Tuers’ family, and had 
been a member of the church since 
1830. The second church was destroyed 
by fire in 1842. It was replaced by the 
beautiful building, with massive white 
pillars, that still stands today. The 
African-Americans who got married in 
the new church were referred to as free 
people of color, because most African- 
Americans in the state were then free. 


To be continued? 


NEW BRUNSWICK — 
The First Baptist 
Community Develop- 
ment Corporation, the 
community develop- 
ment affiliate of the 
First Baptist Church 
of Lincoln Gardens in 
Somerset, NJ hosted 
“A Magical New Jer- 
sey Evening,” a dis- 
play of New Jersey’s 
finest food, art and 
entertainment on 
April 10 at the Renais- 
sance Community 
Center. 
Five artists from New 
Jersey Ife East, Jim 
Edmnds, Myrna Mor- 
ris, Maria R. Owens, 
pa Smallwood, and 
Leon Wilburn, 
brought their sculp- 
tures and paintings to 
showcase and sell. 
The nationally known 
Bill Sexton Quartet, Af 
rican American Ma; 
cians and mimes, a 
boutique of wearable 
art, a bookstore of 
African-American 
books, book signings 
by authors Cri 
Coleman and Andria 
Hall and a showcase 
of restaurant special- 
ties from Greet Grot- 
to, Dominic’s, Fresh- 
waters, Dot&Lou’s 
Bakery, Harvest 
Moon, Raritan River 
Club, Starbucks, 
Cathedral Café and 
Imperials splendored 
the crowd. 


NEWARK — The Metropolitan 
Ecumenical Ministry ask you to join 
more than 100 congregation leaders 
for the first ever Convocation on Eco- 
nomic Justice and Economic Devel- 
opment, on Thursday, May 13, 1999 
in Camden, New Jersey. 

Our keynote speaker will be the 
Reverend Wyatt Tee Walker of 
Canaan Baptist Church of Christ 
located in Harlem, New York. We 
invite you to join us for another call to 
economic justice and for prayers of 
thanksgiving. The program will begin 
at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. 

ou know, Governor Whit- 
man’s Faith-Based Economic Devel- 
opment Grant Program supports more 
than 60 faith-based organizations 
throughout New Jersey. Because of 
God's grace, several congregations 


have completed the rehabilitation and 
construction of hundreds of units of 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


“A double minded man is unsta- 
ble in all his ways.” James 

“The black man of today is only 
part black. The other part of him is 
white. These two parts which more 
often than not pull against each other, 
which contradict each other and 
which are “out of syne” with each 
other, make up virtually the whole of 
the black body and mind. Thus the 
black man is a “split personality,” a 
schizoid personality which tries to 
operate with two sets of mutually 
incompatible needs, drives, impulses, 
values, cultural traditions, ways of 
thinking etc. simultaneously.” Dr. 
‘Amos Wilson 

Africans in America suffer from 
what W.E.B. Dubois called the “dou- 
ble consciousness.” “... the Negro is a 
sort of seventh son born with a veil, 
and gifted with second sight in this 
‘American world - a world which 
yields him no true self-consciousness, 
bur only lets him see himself through 
the eyes of others, of measuring one’s 
soul by the tape of a world that looks 
on in amused contempt and pity. One 
ever feels his two-ness — an Ameri- 
can, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, 
two unreconciled strivings; two war- 
ring ideals in one black body, whose 
dogged strength alone keeps it from 
being torn asunder.” “Souls of Black 
Folks.” 

Because of the trauma of the con- 
tinuing trans-generational process of 
deculturalization, Africans in Ameri- 
ca, regardless of socio-economic sta- 
tus, act in a schizoid fashion. We are, 
like children, suffering from patho- 
logical parental abuse. No matter how 
badly we are mistreated, we continue 
to seek validation, acceptance and 
endorsement from our abusers. We 
cling to them, internalizing and emu- 
lating their depreciating definitions of 
us, while seeking to placate their 


Guests arri 
Community Development Corporation. 


ing for “A Mag 


Artist Maria R. Owens explains her work to guests. 


Convocation for justice 


housing and many faith-based com 
munity development corporations 
have been organized to create both 
jobs and community wealth, 

The purpose of our gather 
thank God for producing so 
resources in support of faith- 
economic development and to ask for 
God's guidance on how to best use the 
resources provided to reduce poverty 
in our cities 

Important public policy questions 
will be addressed such as how to allo- 
cate increased funding for community 
development, the possibility of utiliz- 
ing a commercial tax credit for urban 
and rural economic development, the 
need to increase affordable housing 
for all, and designating municipal 
deposits for community development 
credit unions. 

We would appreciate your support 
for the Convocation 


Becoming single minded 


wrath by eagerly conforming to their 
demands regardless of how exocentric 
they may be. We see ourselves in rela- 
tion to our tormentor/oppressor rather 
than viewing the world based upon 
‘our own experiences and attemptir 
to better our situation. 

You may not like what I am say- 
but we haye only to look at our 
community, how we respond to one 
aide, how iocus and amine] 
our energies and resources to see that 
what I’m saying is true. For example, 
we spend 95 percent of our discre- 
tionary income outside our own com- 
munities. We call « 
names and terms the 
used to degrade and dehumanize us 
and we loathe to live around our own 
people. Intra-group violence and 
homicide continue to escalate yearly 
‘And, we are reluctant to come togeth- 
er, strategize, organize and galvanize 
our resources around issues that are 
clearly in our best interests. 

We've heard all this before, but is 
there a solution? Yes, there is. It is to 
move from a double consciousness to 
a single-mindedness. How do we do 
that? We can begin by validating our- 
selves rather than seeking validation, 
acceptance and reward from our ene- 
mies. We have the capacity to think 


ing 


whatever we choose have the 
ability to imagine and define our- 
selves as competent and capable 


rather than incompetent and inferior. 
In a society where a self-assured 
group-oriented conscious black man 
was a threat to the slave order, we 
learned to acquiesce, became servile, 
subordinate our egos and dreams to 
survive: If we are to destroy the dou: 
ble mindedness and fear that prevent 
us from actualizing our genetic poten- 
tial, we must think and act ethnocen: 
tricly. We must assertively redefine 
and measure ourselves by our own 
standards, honor ourselves and always 
think and act in our best interests. 


i 


Suhscrive 9 the No. 1 African American Newspaper in 
New Jersey C rry News call 908-754-3400 


i 
al New Jersey Evening,” 


sponsored by First Baptist 


Send your 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
to City NEw 
P.O. Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 or 
fax to 908-753-1036. 


‘A Magical New Jersey Evening’ 


Restaurant workers prepare feast for the harvest. 


IF YOU HAVE HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, ARE 18 YEARS OR OLDER, AND 

QUALIFY, YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN A CLINIGAL-RESEAREHSTUDY: OF AN 

INVESTIGATIONAL MEDICATION FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. PERSONS OF 
ALL ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE. 
QUALIFIED PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE FREE STUDY RELATED: 


* COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAM 
* BLOOD LAB WORK 


ARN UP TO $400.00 
* ECG 


ADVAN 
CALL — 


ADVANCED BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH, INC. 
HACKENSACK, NJ 
(201) 678-0288 
M-F 9AM - 5PM 
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hands. We know 
can make a race 


own foundation; 


We realize that our future lies chiefly in our own 


stand or fall by their own merit; that to fully succeed 
they must practice the virtues of self-reliance, self- 


respect, industry, perseverance, and economy. 


that neither institution nor friends 
stand unless it has strength in its 


that races like individuals must i 


— Paul Robeson 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 


BELLE MEAD — The Carrier 
Foundation will address advances in 
psychosocial rehabilitation at the 
Seventh Annual Steven A. Kraft 
‘Memorial Symposium at the founda- 
tion's Atkinson Amphitheater begin- 
ning at 8:30 a.m. (908) 281-1513. 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will offer a free lecture on breast and 
Jung cancer at the hospital’s Marian 
Hall beginning at 7 p.m. (201) 833- 
3186. 


WAYNE William Paterson 
University presents a conference on 
Medicare System in Student 
Ballroom beginning at 1 p.m. (973) 
720-2966. 


WESTFIELD — The Blood Center of 
New Jersey will hold a blood drive at 
Lord and Taylor beginning at 9:30 
a.m. 1-800-BLOOD-NV. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29 
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Mother's 


Center of Central New Jersey Inc. 
will offer. a workshop on 


Library beginning at 8 p.m. (908) 
561-1751 


NEW YORK — The Lindesmith 
Center will hold a discussion on pain 


Society Institute beginning at 4 p.m. 
(212) 548-0695. 


After breast 
-Cancer surgery, 
women most 
fear death, pain, 
and bills 


MIAMI — The concems that loom 
largest in the minds of breast cancer 
patients during the first year after 
surgery are not loss of attractiveness or 
+ sexuality, as is often thought. but fear of 

death, pain, and overwhelming bills, a 
„_ new multi-ethnic survey shows. 

Adverse reactions from friends, 
family, partners, and others were among 

the least intense of the concems report- 
ed in the survey of 223 women as they 
weather the crisis following breast can- 
cer surgery. Issues of attractiveness, 
femininity, sexuality, and self-sufficien- 
cy ranked as mid-level concerns. 

To the extent that personal relation- 
ships appeared among the high-level of 
concems, they did so as cares about not 
being able to live out important rela- 
tionships - for example not seeing chil- 
dren grow up and having life with a 
partner cut short. 

“What we have here is a snapshot 
of the experiences of women who are in 
treatment for early-stage breast cancer - 
the concems that occupy their minds 
and the association between those con- 
cems and facets of their well-being,” 
said Stacie M. Spencer, Ph.D, the 
University of Pittsburgh psychologist 
who led a team of nine scientists from 
the University of Miami and Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Miami. Their 
findings are reported in the March issue 
of Health Psychology. 

“Clinically, the pattern of concems 
serves as a reminder that what may be 
easiest to discuss with a patient may not 
be what the patient is most worried 
about,” the researchers 

‘They suggest that Eo place 
greater emphasis on giving patients “an 
avenue for confronting issues of mortal- 
ity...and directing energies to concems 

hat are strong yet controllable, such as 
increasing heaith-enhancing behavior, 
planning for children’s future, and 
developing a plan for dealing with med- 
ical bills.” 

The research team surveyed 151 
non-Hispanic white women, 48 
Hispanics, and 94 African Americans 
using a 28-point “Profile of Concems 
for Breast Cancer” created for the study. 
The participants’ emotional adjustment 
was also assessed by three measures 
and their psycho-sexual well-being 
assessed by two measures. 

Hispanic women reported higher 
levels of concem on most points than 
did the other groups. The high scores 
they gave to survey items were paral- 
leled by high measures of emotional 
distress and sexual and social disruption 
in their, assessments of emotional 
adjustment and psychosexual well- 
being. African American women 
expressed “notably lower” 
about life and pain issues and sexuality 
issues than did the other two groups. 

The researchers suggest these eth- 
nic differences may relate to the notion 


that it is culturally appropriate for 
Hispanic women to acknowledge their 
feelings, and also appropriate for 
African American women to present a 


strong image to others. 
The research was supported by 


grants from the National Posies 
Department of 


Institute and the U.S. 
Defense. 


New Jersey foundation supports minority health summit 


NTON — The New Jersey 
Department of Health and Senior 
Services has received a $50,000 grant 
from the Robert Wood’ Johnson 
Foundation in support of the depart- 
ment s Minority Health Summit. 

he two-day summit slated for 
September 21 and 22 at the Medical 
Society of New Jersey in 
Lawrenceville, will bring together 
state and national health experts and 
community leaders to focus on issues 
affecting the health of the state's 
minority populations. Summit partici- 
pants will contribute to the publishing 
of a minority health care report card 
that will address disparities and make 


Mother's 
Day 
Mammograms 


a 
Diahann Carroll joins effort for 
brast cancer 


CAMP HILL, PA — Many women 
face difficult money decisions every 
day. Imagine if all of you hadteft after 
paying your rent was $100. Would you 
spend it to feed your family for a week 
or on a mammogram that could save 
your life? While both are important, 
most women would choose feeding 
their family first. 

This spring, The Rite Aid Women’s 
Health Foundation wants to make it 
easier for women to choose both as part 
of its Mother's Day Mammograms ini- 
tiative. 

In its tenth year, Mother's Day 
Mammograms connects uninsured 
women in 24 states and the District of 
Columbia who cannot afford a mam- 
mogram with free breast cancer scree 
ings in their community. Programs suc! 
as Mother's Day Mammogram 
help make a difference in New Jersey, 
which tied with Michigan as the state 
with the eighth highest number of breast 
cancer-related- deaths nationwide in 
1998. 


“The facts are clear, Early detection 
of breast-cancer saves lives. In fact, 
when detected early, women have a 95 
percent chance of survival,” said Amy 
Johnson, executive director of The Rite 
Aid Women’s Health Foundation. “But 
thousands of women cannot afford reg- 
ular mammograms. The Foundation 
offers a solution by connecting unin- 
sured women with healthcare providers 
who offer the screenings for free.” 

Diahann Carroll, stage, screen and 
television legend, is joining the 
Foundation as it national spokesperson 
this year. Carroll knows first-hand the 
tate of taking care of your 
heal 


tthe a breast cancer survivor who 
owes my life to getting a mammogram, 
I am a passionate advocate of the 
importance. of early detection,” said 
Carroll. “That’s why Tve joined this 


recommendations for. improving 
health care outcomes for minority 
patients. 

In preparation for the summit, 
focus group meetings will be held this 
summer throughout the state. 

“We are honored the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation has chosen 
to support this important endeayor,” 
said Linda Holmes, director of the 
department’s Office of Minority 
Health. “The foundations endorse- 
ment gives us much needed financial 
Support. It also moves the ground- 
breaking work we will be conducting 
‘on minority health here in New Jersey 
through this summit to a national 


New health 
center 
opens in 
Newark 


Newark — The University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey (UMDNJ) has opened a new 
healthcare center- University Family 
Practice Center at Vailsburg-in the 
heart of Newark’s Vailsburg commu- 


nity. 
Affiliated with the UMDNJ’s 
University Hospital and New Jersey 
Medical School Department of 
Family Medicine, University Family 
Practice at Vailsburg provides med- 
ical care for the entire family includ- 
ing infants, children, teenagers, adults 
and seniors. Both physicians at the 
practice — Dr. David Kang, the prac- 
medical director, and Dr. 
Kathyann $. Duncan ~ are board-cer- 
tified in family medicine. Services 
include check-ups; physicals, screen- 
ings and treatment for diabetes, asth- 
ma, high-blood pressure and other ill- 
nesses; gynecological services; pedi- 
atrics and other services for children, 
Doctors Kang and Duncan also 
share a passion for practicing com- 
munity based medicine in an urban 
sett: -. In addition to their physician 
responsibilities, each plan to conduct 
reenings” and workshops at 


It you would like to 
give your opinion on 
any health tips fax 
them to 
City News 
Health 
at 
908-753-1036 


If you have any 
questions or any 
problems with what 
you see 
call Ciry News at 
908-754-3400 


marvelous effort that so 
touches the lives of women across the 
country.” 

Low-income women diagnosed 
with breast cancer face a nine percent 
lower chance of survival than women in 
higher income brackets, largely due to 
lack of access to preventative health 
care. You can help lower that statistic by 
spreading the word about Mother’s Day 
‘Mammograms, a program that connects 
low-income and uninsured women with 
healthcare providers in their communi- 
ty who offer free mammograms. 

In 1998, more than 6,200 new 
breast canoer cases were reported in 
New Jersey, placing the state ninth in 
the nation for breast cancer incidence. 
In addition, New Jersey tied with 
Michigan for the eighth highest number 
of breast cancer-related deaths nation- 
wide. You can help reduce the devastat- 
ing effects of this disease. We know that 
early detection is the best defense we 
have - right now - in the fight against 
breast cancer. In fact, when breast can- 
cer is detected while itis confined to the 
breast, women have a 95 percent chance 
of surviving. And yearly mammo- 
grams, along with monthly breast self- 
exams, help detect breast cancer early. 
Unfortunately, not every women can 
afford a yearly mammogram. That's 
where this program aims to help. 

Call a toll-free number - 1-888- 
748-3669 (1-888-RITE-NOW) until 
May 29. Participating healthcare 
providers will schedule the mammo- 
gram at a time that is convenient for the 
woman, 


Join the 
City News 
100 Most 
Influential 


people in 


New Jersey on 
May 6 
at the 
Newark Airport 


Marriot 


stage. 
In addition to evaluating such 
issues as access to care, coordination 
of services, and the impact of lifestyle 
choices on health, summit partici- 
pants will hear from experts who have 
developed model programs address- 
ing minority health and experts on 
racial and ethnic data use and analy- 
is. 

The grant is the fourth in recent 
years the department has received 
from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation for specific health care 
projects. These grant projects include: 

A 1994 grant of $238,251 provid- 
ed seed money for the creation of the 


New Jersey EASE (Easy Access’ 
Single Entry) system which has 
improved access to information and 
assistance for seniors and their fami- 
lies in 13 counties and later this year 
will be expanded statewide 

In 1996, the foundation granted 
$712,000 in support of the Nursing 
Home Quality Partnership Project, 
through which the department is 
working with 20 nursing homes to 
compare information, quickly address 
identified problem areas, and. assist 
the homes in setting up programs to 
continuously monitor their quality of 
care, make improvements and mea- 
sure the success of their efforts. 


(L) to (R): UI 


Kathyann Duncan and Dr. David Kang, Wi 
welcome Mamie Bridgeforth, Councilwoman, 
Newark, West Ward, to the practice for a tour. 


University Hopsital, 


Vailsburg schools, social service 
organizations, churches and business- 
es. 

“Historically, residents of urban 
neighborhoods have not always had 
access to quality healthcare,” said Dr. 
Kang. “ Through our medical ser- 
vices, as well as our outreach initia- 
tives, we hope to make the practice a 
source of quality medical care and 
useful health information for 
Vailsburg and surrounding communi- 
ties.” 

The practice’s other physician, 
Dr. Duncan, has a strong interest in 
children’s health. 

“Good health practices must 
begin when children are very young,” 


ersity Family Practice Center at Vallsburg physicians Dr. 


m L. Vazquez, CEO & VP, 


she says. “If you can teach a child 
healthy habits as a youngster, there is 
a greater likelihood that it will remain 
with them throughout their lives.” 
Conveniently located at 1044 
South Orange Avenue, 2nd floor, (on 
the corner of South Orange and 
Sanford Avenues), the practice is in a 
completely renovated suite, has four 
examination rooms and state-of-the 
art Office 


Coalition 
reforms NJ’s 
public health 
program 


LAWRENCEVILLE — In an age 
of increasing threats of big-terrorism, 
drug resistant disease and emerging 
pathogens, the Medical Society of 
New Jersey (MSNJ) today announced 
the formation of a new and diverse 
coalition celled Public Health’ 
Crafting A Restructured Environment 
(C.ARE.). Funded by a two-year 
grant from The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation (RWJF), the C.A.R.E. 
coalition will work to improve New 
Jersey's public health infrastructure 
by aligning, the interests of the public 
health community to improve coordi- 
nation of the entities that comprise the 
public health system 

“For the first time in the history 
of this state, private funds have been 
provided by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation to review the 
structure of New Jersey’s public 
health system. To strengthen the col- 
lective public health of New 
Jerseyeans and to meet the demands 
that face this state in the year 2000 
and beyond, the roles of the organiza- 
tions that comprise our public health 
system must be coordinated,” said 
Donna Bocco, Project Director, 
CARE “The C.A.R.E. coalition pro- 
vides New Jersey will, its best oppor- 
tunity to bring together the leaders of 
the public health community and craft 
a Gop base plan for change. A 
major goal of the C.A.R.E. c 
is to formulate a public 
to improve New Jersey’s ability to 
secure finding to strengthen the 
state’s public health infrastructure.” 

The C.A.R.E. coalition will pro- 
vide a diverse group of public health 
professionals with a forum to foster 
collaboration, debate pressing public 
health issues and put forth solid rec- 


hours are Monday-Frid: a.m.-5 
p.m. and alternating Saturdays from 9 
a.m. - noon. Evening hours are avail- 
able to accommodate patients as well. 
Most major health plans are accepted. 
Please call (973) 972-1510 to sched- 
ule an appointment. 


for change. At the end 
of the two-year grant a comprehen- 
sive overview that contains strategic 
well as legislative proposals, which 
will have the support of public health 
groups statewide, will be forwarded 
to the Governor and the Legislature. 
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and interest payments on the loan. 
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+ No lock-in fees : No points : Guaranteed rate 
Perfect for primary residences or vacation homes! 


Other mortgage plans for purchase or refinance are also available. 
For an application, visit the Investors’ branch nearest you or call: 


1-800-252-8119 


Visit us on the Web: www.hsh.c: 


Ishow/ 


storsavi html 


Borrow from the best! 


SAVINGS BANK 


249 Millburn Avenue, Millburn 


With offices in Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, and Union Counties 


Deposi.s FDIC insured w »100,000 


peretas 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29 


PLAINFIELD — Majoco Collections 
presents a poetry reading of Iyanla 
Vanzant new book “Yesterday, | Cried” 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. (908) 222-0222. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 30 


PATERSON — St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church presents the April Jazz Series 
with featured performer J.P. Torres and 
his Afro-Cuban Band beginning at 8 
p.m. (973) 278-7900. 


NEWARK — The Urban League of 
Essex County presents “Monte Carlo 
“99 Masquerade Ball” at Anheuser- 
Busch Factory beginning at 8 p.m. 
(973) 624-9535. 


RAHWAY — The Arts Guild of Rahway 
presents its Jazz '99 Series starring 
trumpeter Warren Vache Jr. beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. (732) 499-8226. 


NEWARK — Celeste Bateman & 
Associates presents te gospel must 
cal “We've he Victory” at the 
Arican Globo Wor Theater locaton 
inside Newark Symphony Hall begin- 
ning at 8 p.m. (973) 705-8253. 


NEW YORK — The New Federal The- 
ater presents a play on actress Rose 
McClendon entitled “Harlem's Gift to 
Broadway’ at the Arbons Arts Center 
beginning at 8 p.m. (212) 353-1176. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 1 


NEWARK — Newark Symphony Hall 
presents the gospel play “We've Got 
the Victory" beginning at 8 p.m. 


NEW_ BRUNSWICK — The Rutgers 
‘Arts Center presents the Rutgers Glee 
Club at the Nicholas Music Center 
beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 932-7511 


SUNDAY, MAY 2 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) presents 
the legendary soprano singer Kathleen 
Battle beginning at 3 p.m. 1-888-GO- 
NUPAC. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Rutgers 
Arts Center presents the Rutgers Chil- 
dren's Choir at the Nicholas Music 
Center beginning at 2 p.m. (732) 932- 
7511 


FRIDAY, MAY 7 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents jazz vocalist Diane Schu- 
ur and The Duke Ellington Orchestra 
beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 246-7469. 


NEWARK — The African Globe Arts & 
Entertainment in association with 
Newark Symphony Hall presents an 
R&B showcase at the African Globe 
Theater inside Newark Symphony hall 
beginning at 8 p.m. (973) 624-1884. 


SATURDAY, MAY 8 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts. (NJPAC) presents the 
Dance Theater of Harlem beginning at 
8 p.m. 1-(888)-GO-NJPAC. 


SUNDAY, MAY 9 


RAHWAY — The Arts Guild of Rahway 
presents The Jazz ‘99 Series featuring 
The Bob Van Wyk Quintet beginning at 
2 p.m. (732) 499-8226. 


NEWARK — The African Globe Arts & 
Entertainment in association with 
Newark Symphony Hall presents 
“Fashion Show: Tour 2000” at the 
African Globe Theater located inside 
Newark Symphony Hall beginning at 3 
p.m. (973) 624-1584, 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center presents the 
Cleveland Orchestra beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 1-(888)-GO-NJPAC. 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


BELVIDERE — Four Sisters Winery at 
Matarazo Farms presents Spring Frol- 
ic Fashion Show beginning at 1 p.m. 
(908) 475-3671 


NEWARK — The African Globe Arts & 
Entertainment in association with 
Newark Symphony Hall presents a 
gospel showcase concert at the 
Atrican Globe Theater located inside 
Newark Symphony Hall beginning at 6 
p.m. (973) 624-1584. 


THURSDAY, MAY 19 


NEW YORK — Jazz at Lincoln Center 
presents the Lincoln Center Jazz 
Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis at the 
Alice Tully Hall located in Lincoln Cen- 
ter beginning at 8 p.m. (212) 875-5599, 


FRIDAY, MAY 21 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents the Mark Morris Dance 
Group beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 246- 
7469. 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 


SHORT HILLS — The East Orange 
Goif Course presents jazz singer Jack- 
ie Jones beginning at 5:30 p.m. (973) 
676-1075. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 5 


NEWARK — The Fashion Dome pre- 
sents “The Dome After Dark” Intema- 
tional Fashion Show at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 
beginning at 7 pam. (973) 242-0444. 


ase! Ving Rhames stars in 


Fox movie ‘Etrapment’ 


LOS ANGLES — Robert “Mac” 
MacDougal (Sean Connery) has an 
untarnished reputation as the 
world’s greatest art thief. So when 
a priceless Rembrandt is stolen in 
New York, the evidence points to 
Mac. Insurance investigator Vir- 
ginia “Gin” Baker (Catherine Zeta- 
Jones) persuades her boss, whose 
company will lose $24 million on 
the theft, to let her go after the 
master criminal. 

The strong-willed and 
resourceful Gin has a plan to 
entrap Mac, but he proves even 
more elusive and crafty than she 
expected. While engaging in an 
electric pas de deux of wariness 
and attraction, Mac and Gin form 
an edgy partnership that takes 
them from London, via the West- 


Ving Rhames 
ern Isles of Scotland, to Kuala 
Lumpur, the high-tech capital of 
Malaysia, Together they come up 
with a daring plan for a multi-bil- 
lion dollar-heist tied to the dawn of 
a new millennium 


AJA 
THIS OFFER Is SO 
GOOD, YOU WONT 
SEE IT AGAIN FOR 
ANOTHER 25 YEARS. 


There's never been a better time to visit 


POINT PLEASANT 
251TH ANNIVERSARY 


St. Thomas. At Point Pleasant Resort, we are 


(A <lcbrating our silver anniversary, and we want 
RRA (0 share it with you. So in honor of the occa- 


sion, we're taking 25% off our everyday rate. 


Discover 95 villa-style suites spanning from shoreline to hilltop. 
Relax on 15 acres of natural island beauty. Then surround yourself 
with three fresh water pools, tennis, plus nature trails and plenty of 
watersports. We'll even give you use of a resort car. 

Our anniversary won't last long, so you'd better call soon. Offers 
like this don’t come around very often, 


For reservations please call 1-800-777-1700 
or call your travel professional. 


Pont PLEASANT RESORT 


6600 Estate Smith Bay #4 è St. Thomas, USVI 00802-1340 
Telephone (340) 775-7200 * Fax (340) 776-5694 


“Sub v swaaliy,Nox valid wh any other feo promotion. Valid 3/1/99-12/2099 Some retons 


may apply with use of res 


MAY 14 - 23 
Rte. 280 & Martin L. King Dr. 
Across from Colonnade Towers in Newark 
In the parking lot — under the BIG TOP Tent. 
THE MOST SOULFUL SHOW ON EARTH 


Tues-Fri 10:30am* All seats $8.00 Sun. May 16 & 23, Noon Show 
* No 10:30 am Show Fri., May 14 All seats $18.50, kids $15.00 
4pm Show Thur. May 20, All Seats $16.50 Sat. May 15 & 22, Noon Show, & 
Tues. - Fri. 7:30 pm &8:00 pm Shows, & 
$17.50, $20.00, $30.00 Sun. May 16 & 23, 3:30 & 6:30 pm 


$15.00, $17.50, $27.50 $17.50, $20.00, $40.00 
1-800-316-7439 for GROUP DISCOUNT 


SPONSORED fe d UPSCALE 
n anc e 
BY: Magazine 


Kids/10 yrs 
Kids to 10 yrs., 
$15.00, $17.50, $37.50 
TEREE, 201-507-8900 


www.universoulcircus.com 


Ving Rhames received a Gold- 
en Globe Award for his stellar per- 
formance as fight promoter Don 
King in HBO's “Don King: Only In 
America. He also starred in “Out of 
Sight,” opposite George Clooney, 
and in the action-thriller “Con Air.” 
Prior. to that, he starred as a 
drifter-turned-reluctant-savior_in 
“Rosewood,” directed by John Sin- 
gleton, and as a South African drug 
lord in “Dangerous Ground,” oppo- 
site Ice Cube and Elizabeth Hur- 
ley. 


"Rhames first gained promi- 
nence as the shadowy drug dealer 
Marcellus Wall Quentin Taranti- 
no’s critically lauded “Pulp Fic- 
tion.” He subsequently starred in 
“Mission Impossible” as a no-non- 
sense computer whiz and then as 
the bouncer/confidant to Demi 
Moore's character in Striptease. 

Born in Harlem, Rhames 
attended New York High School of 
the Performing Arts, the only stu- 
dent from his junior high to be 
accepted into the prestigious school 
went on to graduate from the Jul- 
liard School of Drama in 1983. His 
classical training led him to per- 
form many works by Shakespeare, 
Ibsen, Moliere and Chekhov. He 
appeared on Broadway in “The 
Boys of Winter,” and off-Broadway 
in “Map of the World,” “Short 
Eyes,” “Richard III” and “Ascen- 
sion Day.” He also starred in 
“Ajax,” directed by Peter Sellars, 
and “The Road,” directed by Wole 
Soyinka at Chicago's Goodman 
Theater. 

Rhames’ diverse film credits 
include “Homicide,” “Dave,” “The 
Saint of Fort Washington” and 
“Drop Squad” 

He is currently in production 
on “Mission: Impossible 2,” again 
starring opposite Tom Cruise. John 
Woo directs the new installment. 


Shanice brings 
soul back to stage 


ATLANTA — It is said that 
experience is the best teacher, 
and listening to Shanice Wilson 
talk about her career since the 


Shanice 


hit single, “I Love Your Smile,”? 
established her in the public con- 
sciousness, there’s no doubt that 
she’s been living and learning. 
“People may think of me as this 
bubbly young girl from Los Ange- 
les, but I've been through a lot in 
the last few years. I moved away 
from home. In my personal life I 
went through a serious relation- 
ship and I experienced a real 
heartbreak. I've gotten more 
involved in every area of deci- 
sion-making in my career. When 
I was younger, all I did was sing: 
now I'm more involved with writ- 
ing the material I record. I guess 
you could say that there’s been a 
lot of growth and maturity.” 
The sum total of all that 
Shanice has been through is 
reflected in her hit-filled, selfti- 
tled debut on LaFace Records 
which features production by 
Kenny “Babyface” Edmonds, 
Damon Thomas. London Jones, 
Darren “Nitro” Clo: crs, Warryn 


“Smiley” Campbell, Rashad 
Coes, Jamey Jaz and others. The 
soulful power in her voice is 
stronger than ever but this time 
around, she’s singing about rela- 
tionships and real life. “I’m talk- 
ing about things I’ve been 
through. Take the song “Yester- 
day” — that’s a ballad I co-wrote 
with Jamey Jaz that deals with 
me thinking about all the things 
my ex-boyfriend said when he 
left. In the song, I turned it 
around because it’s about me 
being the one who’s leaving 
because my feelings have 
changed.” The first single, 
“When I Close My Eyes” pro- 
duced by Warryn Campbell is a 
powerful midtempo track that 
carries Shanice’s strong emotion- 
al vocals. It’s a feel good song 
about someone happy in love — 
When I close my eyes, I break 
down and cry, it’s something 
‘bout the way you love me. When 
I kiss your lips, my heart can’t 
resist, it’s something ‘bout the 
way you love me.” 
Aware that a number of new 
female vocalists have emerged 
since her last album release, 
Shanice is confident without 
being cocky. “I've watched all 
these other young women — 
Monica, Brandy, Faith and oth- 
ers blow up and I love it! I listen 
to all of them and I know it’s 
competitive out here, but there 
really is room for everyone. I've 
never been in this business to 
out do anyone. It’s real simple: I 
ae love to sin 
Whether on soul-filled slow 
jams or infectious groove tunes 
that comprise SHANICE, her 
sparkling LaFace debut, she’s 
doing just that, expressing her- 
self with power, sensitivity and 
assurance — stronger than ever. 


City NEws PUBLISHING 


COMPANY 


invites you to attend the 
Fourth Annual 


City NEWS 
100 Most Influential 


honoring individuals for their tireless efforts 
in furthering the progress of black people in 


New Jersey and 


(908) 754-3400 


rebuilding New Jersey’s urban communities 
Thursday, May 6, 1999 
Newark Airport Marriott at Newark 
International Airport 


5:30 p.m. Reception/Buffet 7:00 p.m. Program 
RSVP by April 26, 1999 


Business/Evening Attire 


April 28 - May 5, 1999 


City News 9 


Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
MBE’S, WBE’S (NJ) AND LBE’S_ 
(NEWARK/ESSEX COUNTY) 


Sea Crest Construction Corporation, a General 
Contractor, announces that we are submitting bid pro- 
posals for the General Construction For The Essex 
County Correctional Facility, Housing Units #1 - #4 
(Bid Package Numbers CF-5, CF-6, CF-7, and CF-8) 
to The Essex County Improvement Authority. 


The project consists of four similarly designed correc- 
tional housing wings to be bid in the following 
‘Sequence: CF-7 (Housing Unit #3) May 18, 1999 at 
10:00 A.M.; CF-8 (Housing Unit #4) May 19, 1999 at 
10:00 A.M.; CF-6 (Housing Unit #2) May 20, 1999; 
CF-5 (Housing Unit #1) May 21, 1999. The General 
Construction portion entails constructing foundation 
grade beams, a four (4) story reinforced / precast con- 
crete superstructure and appurtenant finish trades. 
work does not include Plumbing, Electrical, 
Elevator, or Mechanical trades. 
All interested subcontractors and/or material suppliers 
who are certified (by a certifying agency in New 
Jeisav) as a bona fide Minority Business Enterprise 
(MBE) or Women Business Enterprise (WBE) by the 
State of Now Jersey are invited to provide proposals to 
Sea Crest Construction for their specialty trade(s) on 
above Business 


Newark and/or Essex County area are also invited to 
Provide bia proposals. 

If interested, please fax the name, address, personal 
contact, area of interest (trade specialty), and phone 
number of your firm to: Laura McFadden of Sea 
Crest at (516) 868-3943, Upon receipt of your fax, we 
shall contact your firm and provide further details. 


$83.57 


Kee NOTICE 
ING AUTHORITY 


PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that sealed Bids will 
be received by the Housing Authority of the Township 
of Woodbridge (hereinafter called the Authority), in the 
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, at the 
Administrative office of the Authority, located at 20 
Buns Lane, or 

prevailing time. All Bids shall be delivered by hand. All 
Bids will be opened publicly and read at that 
time. The Authority reserves the right to waive any 
informalities in bids and to reject any and alll bids if it is 
in the best interest of the Authority to do so. 

Sealed bids for: Exterior Door Replacement WGA 

A pre-bid conference will be held at the maintenance 
garage behind 10 Bunns Lane, Woodbridge, NJ on 
Friday, April 23, 1999 at 2:00 PM. 

Bids must be accompanied by a guarantee in the 
amount of 5% of the bid in the form of a certified 
check, cashier's check or bid bond. 

Bids must be accompanied by consent of surety 
rogardiess of whether a check or Bid Bond is submit- 
ted. The Successful Bidder will be required to furnish 
an acceptable Performance and Labor and Material 


570, United States 
Department of the Treasury. 


The [Contract Documents are on file and may be 


Housing Authority of the Township of Woodbridge for 
each set. Payment for Documents is non-refundable. 
Documents will not be mailed. 

Bidders shall have a minimum of 3 years experience 
of successful completion of similar work as this project 
requires. 

Bidders must be authorized to do business in New 
Jersey. Any Bidder which is a corporation not char- 
tered under the laws of the State of New Jersey must 
submit an affidavit certifying that said corporation is 
authorized to do business in the State of New Jersey. 


Bidders are required to comply with the requirements 


W 1977, ©. 33, which requires a Statement of 
Corporate Ownership. 


Peter J. Ansara 
Executive Director 

20 Bunns Lane 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY 
OF NEWARK 


REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
HUD SECTION 5(H) 
HOMEOWNERSHIP PLAN 
RFP #99-P1416/1 
The Housing Authority of the City of Newark is inter- 
ested in engaging a consuling firm(sVagencylies) to 
assist the Authority in development and implementing 
two (2) HUD Section 5(h) Homeownership Plans. The 
first plan is for NJ2-51, Mount Pleasant Vilage, This 
housing project consists of forty-two (42) townhouses 
located in the North Ward of Newark, New Jersey. It is 


Pki WANTED 
TEETE 


Con NpEN 
janover, NJ location, 


related issues, 


Managing inventory. 


lunderstanding of workers compensation laws 


regulations i smokgiy preferred. 


Travelers Prope 
Box 


Visit our web site: www.travelers.com 


Travelers Property Casualty has positions available in our East 


After successfully completing our in-house training 
program, you'll use the proficiency of our claim processing 
computer system to manage claims of employees who havel 
lost time from work. This involves identifying and resolving 


inputting estimates and document 
rationales, maintaining active diaries on all files, and 


Qualified candidates will have a college degree (or) several] 


management, and interpersonal skills are essential. An| 
Salaries are commensurate with experience and education;| 
excellent benefits. For confidential consideration please} 


rty Casualty, 120 Eagle Rock Avenue, PO 
1966, East Hanover, NJ 07936. Fax: 973-560-0349) 


TravelersProperty Casualty J 
Amember of catigroup 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGAL NOTICE 


‘composed of forty (40) 3 bedroom units and two (2) 2 
bedroom units and is currently 99% occupied. The 
second plan is for the new scattered site townhouses: 
the Authority intends to make available a “rent to own’ 
program for the new townhouse sites currently under 


NORTHERN REGION: 

PLACE: Hudson County Administration Annex Bldg. 
Freeholders Meeting Room, 4th Fl. 
567 Pavonia Avenue 


construction. Jersey City, NJ 07306 
The Housing Authority of the City of Newark is DATE ee: Thursday 
requesting a qualification package from consulting TIMES eg: Conclusion (Anemone Sapalon) 


and 
6:00 pm - Conclusion (Evening Session) 
well as a detailed description of all successful home- 
‘ownership program work it performed over the last five 
(5) years. Interested firms are also requested to pro- 
vide their hourly fee structure, 


STANLEY J. ROSENBLUM 

ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION 

One Penn Plaza East, Newark, N.J. 07105-2246 
973-491-7000 


Closing date for submittal of qualifications is 
Wednesday, May 5, 1999 by 4:00pm. All packages 
must be clearly marked and returned in TRIPLICATE 
to the following: 


99-P1416/1, QUALIFICATION PACKAGE: SECTION 
5{h) HOMEOWNERSHIP PLAN 

Jose M. Martinez, Contracting Officer 

The Housing Authority of the City of Newark. 

57 Sussex Avenue 

Newark, New Jersey 07103 

The qualifications submitted shall in no way be con: 
sidered as competitive bids or proposals; each shall 
be evaluated on its own individual merits. The Housing 
‘Authority of the Gity of Newark reserves the right to 
reject, accept, or request modification of a qualification 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. 
CONSULTANT 


‘The Housing Authority of the City of Salem is seeking 
proposals from Consultants for the preparation of 
grant applications for the Public Housing Drug 
Elimination Program, Economic Development and 
Welfare To Work Program: 


‘Submittals will be evaluated according to the following 


ackage submitted in response to this request as well | | °"9"® 

as the right fo accept or reject any submissions on the Weight 
basis of feasibility or suitability regarding the program, 1. Professional and Technical 30 
Selected consulting firms/agencies shall be invited to Experience 

attend an informational conference at the Authority's | | 2. Capabilities to provide consultant 20 
main office located at 57 Sussex Avenue, Newark, services in a timely manner 
New Jersey 07103. The Housing Authority will discuss | | 9 Past performance in terms of Hi 
the scope of work and submission requirements at this 
porate successful grant applications 
Please coniac Jose Marinez, Contacting Once, at | | ‘fami WIN reyuiatonsre: 20 

ei sabap v ror ee ~ i garding grant applications 

Bee coer TEE Oey 5. Fee Proposal (include breakdown) 20 


request. 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NEWARK Proposals must be submitted to the address below 

Re IAM and must be received no later than Thursday, April 29, 
1999 at 10:00 a.m. The Housing Authority reserves 
the right to waiver any informality in any bid or bids, to 
reject any and all bids, and to accept such bid or bids 
and make such award as may be in the best interest 
of the Authority. The Housing Authority is a Drug Free 
Workplace and an EOE. 


ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


NJ TRANSIT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 


The New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ TRANSIT) is 
condusting public hearings in order to gather informa- 


Ruth O. Gross, PHM, Executive Directress 
Housing Authority of the City of Salem 
205 Seventh Street 
Salem, NJ 08079 


Assistance Act (SCDRTAP). A hearing will be held in L hagin 


each geographic region in accordance with Section of 
PL. 1984 ¢.578 of SCDRTAP. Each hearing will have 
an afternoon and evening session. The locations are 
Somerville, Atlantic City and Jersey City, New Jersey 
in accordance with the statute, 


$81.90 


Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident 
Minari Assistance Program funds capital, 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


WHERE TO FIND CITY NEWS 


IRVINGTO! : 

* Civic Square at City Hall . 
* Springfield Ave. & Lincoln Pl, Bus'Stop 
* Springfield Ave. & Civic Sq. Post Offic 
* Springfield Ave. & New St. Faxi 
+ Springfield Ave. & Clinton 4 
+ Springfield Ave. & Maple St: 
(Dunkin Donuts) 


‘Central Ave. & Maple St 

Ave. & S. Clinton Ave. at corner 

Central Ave. & Halsted St. (Auto Parts store) 
Ave, & Halsted St, (Dunkin Donuts #2) 

Central Ave. & S. Harrison St. 

Central Ave. & Evergreen St. 

+ Main St. at Rickels 

$ Main St. at Diner 

+ Main St. & Lincoln St. af DMV. 

4 Main St. & N; Bisex, 

* Main St. at Post Office 

+ Main St. & Cleveland N. 

+ Main St. & 5. Day St. 

+ Train Station 


Dunkin Donuts #1 


s+ Arlington Ave. & Woodbine Ave, at Past (Mice 
z Clinton Ave off W. Front St. @ Past Office 
+B. Frant St: & Terrill Rd. @ Dunkin Donuts 
<E. Fourth St. @ Plainfield Train Station. 

* Grove St. off of W. Front St. at "Church 
ladon Ave, & W. 6th St. (Unemploymt Office)! 
@ Plainfield Post Office: 
Crescent Ave. @ Litrary 
Seyenth St, by Seott’s Drug Store 
& Filth St. by Red Tower 

off Myrtle St. at PIRE Health Cir. 
& Ternili Rd. @ Deng Fate. 

@ Hatten Village Pizza 

Leland Aye. @ Burger King 

© Netherwood Train Slation 


« Broad St. & W. Grand St. at Bus Stop 

* Broad St. & W. Jersey St. at Bus'Stop 

* Broad St. & Dickerson St. at McDonalds) 
‘+ Broad St. & Rahway Ave. at Court House: 

‘+ Blmora 5t. & W. Grand Ave. at Dunkin Donuts 

* George St & Delar: Pl. at Dunkin Donuts 
+N. Broad St & Rt 27 at Post Office 

The House of Wash” Laundromes | | * Rahway, Ave. at side of Court House 

@ White Star * Rabonay Ave at Cultural Ctr. & Bas Stop. 
Ave. & E Sixth St. @ YMCA e 
ve K North Ave. @ Pitt. p 

se. 8 Ed 5 @cor 

e. & By Froni St. np 


y St at Dunkin Donuts at Courthouse 
Ay & Memorial Dr at Passaic College 
+ Bröadway St. & Rosa Pk. Unemployment Office 
«Broadway SU & Mailisoin Ave at MeDonilds 
+ Broadway St, at Hospital 
+ Broadway St at “Last Corner” 
* Dill Plaza & Crosby PL. at Past Office 
$ Market St & Colt- St at. McDonalds, 
$ Market St. & Columbus PI. at City Hall 
+ Market St. & Madison 


+ Albany St, & Easton Ave. at Train Station 
+ Albany St. & Keilson St. at Pizza Hut 
+ Somerset St. & Wall SÈ at Rutgers Bus Stop ` 
ty St. at Bus Stop 

ger King 

at Post Office 


operating and/or administrative expenses for locally 
coordinated paratransit services for senior citizens and 
people with disabilities. The program also funds 
accessibility improvements to NJ TRANSIT's fixed 
id rail syst 


the statewide program. The hearings will also provide 
an update on NJ TRANSIT's progress in implementing 
its Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility 


PLEASE 


request. Individuals requesting sign language int 
preters should contact Albert R. Hasbrouck, Ill at (973) 
491-7022 no later than five (5) business days prior to 
the public hearing or an interpreter will not be available 
for the particular hearing 


The public is invited to these hearings at which time 
they will have a full opportunity to express their views, 
In order to assure that all members of the public are 
Given an opportunity to be heard, initial presentations 
will be limited to five (5) minutes. If you are unable to 
attend any of the hearings, written comments for the 
record may be sent to Albert R. Hasbrouck, Ill, New 
Jersey Transit Corporation, One Penn Plaza East, 
Newark, New Jersey 07105-2246 by May 7, 1999. In 
accordance with the above statute, public hearings will 
be held as follows: 


CENTRAL REGION: 


SUPPORT 


PLACE: Somerset County Office 


ssembly/Training Room 


OUR 


Somerville, NJ 08876 . 
DATE: April 27, 1999, Tuesday 


TIME: 2:00 pm - Conclusion (Afternoon Session) 


6:00 pm - Conclusion (Evening Session) 
SOUTHERN REGION: ADVERTISERS 
PLACE: Atlantic County Office Building 

Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
DATE: April 28, 1999 
TIME: 2:00 pm - Conclusion (Afternoon Session) 


and 
6:00 pm - Conclusion (Evening Session) 


it Municipal Building 


+ Market St. & Memorial PL 


ORANGE 
Lote St. & Main St 
Main St. (Post Offic 
i No: Daly St 


Aye. at Library, 
& Baldwin Ave a City Hal 


site i 
iewark Aye. at Justice Hall 


NEWARK 
* Bergen St. at Family Health Care Center 
* Bergen St. at UMD Doctor’s Office Center 
+ Franklin St. off Broad St. at Main Post Office 
> 124 Halsey Sti & Cedar St. at 
Unemployment Office 
ls Market St. & Washington St. at Park 
* Market St & Halsey St. 
*MarketSt. & Alling St. at Bus Stop 
+ Market $t. & University St. at Bus Stop 


CITY NEWS 
AND READ 
ABOUT THE 
NEWS- THAT 
TA YOU. 


shington Library 
University St. & New St. at University 
Sa] Ave. & Meeker Ave. | 


SOCIAL SERVICES 
THE ARC OF UNION COUNTY 


Send resume or apply at 


PLACE 
YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 


The Are of Union County 
Hu 


es 
122: Plainfield, NJ 07062 

Fax: (908) 754-6817 
DIRECT CARE STAFF: Full & Part Time positions 
including evening and weekend shifts. Positions 
responsible for instructing and monitoring skills develop- 
ment in a residential setting, and providing support and 
assistance for residents in daily living skills. Previous 
experience working with adults with developmental 
disabilities preferred. 


908-754-3400 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 


Graphic Design 


Clerc 
OFFICE CLERK 
PART-TIME 
Children's Specialized 


Hospital's Pediatric Practice, 
located in Newark & Union. 


Social Work 


FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
INATOR 


its Commercial Lines Division, located in Fairfield, NJ. (PageMaker and Jet Form) with printer t 
‘Account Manager and Assistant Account Manager positions 
are available. A count Managers wil be rasponsible for per- 
forming the administrative functions of commerci 
Moa Wend Treo WIAA pote ariii ara asa 
liaison for the client to the company. Acce 


techniques to create mechar 
graphics design programs. Ideal 
high schoo! diploma. 

or typesetting experienc 


‘Account Managers must have property and casualty licenses | | Bank, Human Resources, Dept. 
and relevant work experienc 


Spanish required. Qualified 
ears of business experience in a property/casualty of aii sho oao Gail racine rte oa ba cordabied: 

wi candidates, send resume 
Group “health insurance claim environment. Strong] | Quaited Assistant Account Managers wil generate docu-| | fer more. opportunities, pioase visit our website at PLACE YOUR Wooley earerena ia 
problem-solving, oral/written communication, time] | ments related to client services, including endorsement 


|_| requests. binder, identiication cards, and certicates of | | Opportunity Employer, MFO. 
an 


paki Forms Designer 
Account Manager ulcer Bagh i Moronty recruiting: for a! partime Forma 
iti Designer to work out of its Fair Lawn, NJ location. This posi- 
Positions tion is a 25 hour/week position with hours from 9am-2pm. COORD! 
Ross and Co., a wholly owned subsidiary of the Summit The qualified 
Tooking fr in| | sible. for. operating desktop publishing equipment 


ments. Designer will also be responsible for utilizing drafting 
nicals and past 
candidates will possess a 
and a minimum of 3 years of form design 
e. 


For immediate consideration, please send resume to: Summit 


CT/FD, 214 Main Street, 
Hackensack, NJ 07601. Fax: 201-646-6008. Only those can- 


http://www.summitbank.com. Summit Bank is an Equal 


Public Agency seeks Coordinator to develop program to 
assist in the selection and training of residents and provide 
coordination of services including schooling, job skills, day- 
care, transportation, financiaVhousing counseling, etc. Must 
have computer skills. Excell, benefit package. Send resume: 

Passaic Housing Authority 

333 Passaic St., Passaic, NJ 07055 

Attn: Sandra Ortiz 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


has a part-time vacancy (23 


te-up and PC 


Sheehy, Human 
Resources. FAX: (908) 301 


CLASSIFIED AD 


insurance. Candidates must posses: 
background. Experience with the pinden he 
documents preferred. 


For immediate consideration, please forward your resume to: 
‘Summit Bank, Human Resources, Dept. CT/ROSS, 214 Main 
Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601. Fax: 201-646-6008, E-mail 


wee L.PL. License. Must own eM 


Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer, MF/DNV. 


application (973) 365- 


Wo at roma ure oe tome 


SUPERINTENDENT (LIVE-IN) 


he Passaic Housing Authority is seeking an experienced 
‘Superintendent with experience in plumbing, electrical work, 
Aietan cle a04 hoali andi ondate. Moet Fave A 


jle for loal travel and pick up. 
Salary based on exper. If pied call Sandra Ortiz for an 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


HERE 5540. EOE MF 
PLEASE CALL oe, 
908-754-3400 Hospital 


OR FAX Th eaw 
YOUR AD TO i 
908-753-1036 


valid NJ Driver's onnon Heath Syn 


150 New Providence Rd. 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 


Cry News 10 


Local i 


April 28 - May 4, 1999 


Local Briefs 


Menendez furious about 
New Jersey State Police 
racial profiling report 


WASHINGTON — Rep. Bol 
Menendez (D-13th), who last week 
introduced legislation that would 
require a national study on racial 
profiling, issued the following 
statement concerning New Jersey's 
report released on the issue: “I am 
both very saddened and angry 
about the findings in the report 
released today on racial profiling 
by the New Jersey State Police. I 
had no reason to doubt that this 
practice was ‘real, not imagined’ 
based on the reports and personal 
accounts that I have heard. But to 
have the state’s top law enforce- 
ment official confirm this practice 
is indeed very disturbing. I only 
regret that it took so long for New 
Jersey to acknowledge what 
African Americans and persons of 
Hispanic descent have known for 
years.” 


Monmouth County 
Housing Agency opens 
assistance waiting list 


FREEHOLD — The Board of Cho- 
sen Freeholders announced that the 
Monmouth County Division of 
Social Services Housing Agency 
has opened the waiting list for Fed- 
eral Section 8 Rental Assistance, 
and is accepting additional prelimi- 
nary applications for low income 
families, senior citizens,“disabled 
and handicapped persons through 
April 30, 1999.Applications are 
available at the Freehold Human 
Services Bldg,., Kozlosi Rd,. 431- 
6000, Neptune, 1900 Corlies Ave 
582-5800, and Atlantic Highlands, 
95-97 First Avenue, 872-3200. 


PLACE YOUR AD TODAY 
in 
City News 
INCREASE. YOUR 
COMPANY’S VISIBILI1 
Call 908-754-3400 
And ask for our 
Advertising Department 


Plainfield police ready for crime prevention 


PLAINFIELD — 
for crime program during the sweai 
chief of police, Edward G. Santi: 


ng. 


on April 13 


Mayor Al McWilliams announced a zero-tolerance 


of New Jersey’s first Hispanic 
“We need to increase 


security presence and improve police response times, we need to enlist the 
community to help make Plainfield a very inhospitable marketplace to 
come to for drugs, and we need to make better use of our resources in 
where the City’s public and rental housing are concerned,” stated Mayor 


McWilliams 


In a joint effort to implement Mayor McWilliams plan Chief Santiago 
stepped in to lead the ‘rebirth of the Plainfield community’. The Puerto 


police officer and detective through 1985 


He quickly moved through the 


ranks in just four years. Chief Santiago replaced Chief Driscoll after he 
9. 


announced his retirement on March 1 


The day after Chief Santiago's ceremony eight other officers were pro- 
moted at Plainfield City Hall on Wednesday, April 14. The promotions 


were as follows: Ruth 
Gilliam and Gi 
W. Urbanski, Li 


elzan and Siddeeq El-A 
ry Turner to Lieutenant; and Sharon E. Smith, Richard 
sa Robinson, and Steven A. Francisco to Sergeant 


n to Captain; Michael 


Selzam will be Plainfield’s first female Captain, and Smith and Robin- 
son the City’s first female African-American supervisors, according to 


Public Safety Director Mike Lattimore. 


Don’t hire criminals for 
Elizabeth schools, Board 
of Ed running mates say 


ELIZABETH — Calling for an 
end to a potentially disastrous situa- 
tion which needlessly puts Elizabeth 
school children at risk, Julio Sabater, 
Carolyn Cole-Sabur, Ed Palmieri and 
JoAnn Martinho joined. with Union 
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich in 
calling for mandatory criminal back- 
ground checks for all school employ- 
ees. 

“We were outraged to learn that 
the leadership of the Elizabeth School 
Board has bypassing a New Jersey 
mandate that requires a criminal back 
ground check before a new employee 
is allowed to work alongside our chil- 
dren in’ public schools,” stated 
Palmieri. “Unbelievably, in the last 
year alone over 300 people have been 
hired this way.” 

“Now, it has been brought to our 
attention that Board of Education had, 
to terminate a locker room attendant 
after working for four months due to a 
criminal background check disqualifi- 
cation. Fortunately, for our children, 
we have not yet had any tragic in 
dents,” Palmieri continued 

A review of the agendas of the 
Elizabeth Board of E 
ings revealed that since 
1998, 333 people have bee 

“emergency” resolution 


used. “Every time President Fajardo 


hires a school employee without wait- 
ing for the State to conduct its crimi 
nal background check they put our 
children at risk. Our plan will put an 
end to criminals working side by side 
with our children,” ‘said Martinho. 

Sheriff Froehlich stated, “This 
issue was brought to my attention by 
School Board member Carolyn Cole- 
Sabur and her running mates Julio 
Sabater, Ed Palmieri and JoAnn Mai 
tinho., We all agreed that under no cir- 
cumstances should the Board of Edu- 
cation hire anyone to work in Eliza- 
beth’s public schools without a com- 
plete criminal background check.” 

Cole-Sabur outlined a new safety 
initiative, which would involve the 
Sheriff's office in the event of a real 
emergency at the ` School 
Board. “Working in partnership with 
Sheriff Froehlich and the Elizabeth 
Police Department, the Sheriff's 
office will assist in a vigorous prelim 
Y background check before any 
new school employee starts work. 
This stop gap measure will be imple- 
mented to supplement the State's 
criminal background review. It’s hard 
to believe a true emergencies existed 
for over 300 hires who interact with 
our children daily.” 

“It is better to be safe than sorry,” 
said Sabater. “Our partnership with 
the Sheriff is just part of our overall 
plan for making our schools safer. 


Plainfield Police Sgt. Michael Gilliam is promoted to lieutenant 


~ 


Will Darryl’s problems 
teally be the last straw? 


By Gregory Moore 
Contributing Writer 


If life were a baseball game, then 
Darryl Strawberry would have the small- 
est strike zone in the game. Considerir 
all of Strawberry's missteps over the 
course of his career, It seems as if he 
should have been called out on strikes 
some time ago. 

For years, Strawberry has stood in 
the batter’s box with two strikes against 
him but has miraculously avoided strik: 
ing out. Despite taking pitch after pitch, 
knee high, right down the pike, Darryl 
was still standing. After battling sub 
stance abuse problems, Strawberry was 
still standing. Tax evasion felony convic 
tion, no problem, Assorted domestic vio 
lence allegations asserted by his first 
wife, he survived that too. Even a 
being bounced out of major league base 
ball for a brief stint with the San Fran 
cisco Giants and down to the minors, 
Strawberry managed to claw his way 
back into the major leagues, eventually 
becoming an integral member of the 
world champion 1998 New York Yan 
kees. Last year, it appeared that life 
threw Straw the ultimate nasty curve ball 
when he was diagnosed with cancer. Yet 
recently, it seems as if Darryl has also 
managed to fend off that dread disease 

‘Two weeks ago, life may have final- 
ly delivered that illusive third strike 
when Strawberry was arrested for drug 
possession and Soliciting a prostitute in 
Tampa, Florida, If the allegations are 
proven true. Strawberry’s fate will rest 
largely in the hands of Yankee owner 


George Steinbrenner, a man known 
more for his short fuse than for an unlim 
ited reservoir of patience. If Strawberry 


is not exonerated, and in light of Stein 
brenner’s temperament, the 
pretty much a fait accompli, i.e., Darryl 
s days in Yankee pinstripes 

The tra: has I 
the game of baseball as it does v 
eof life. Although Strawber 


verdict is 


improvin 
ing himse 
son, Strawberry emerg 
n the Yankee clubhous v 
on his way to salvaging a rep 
which had previously been badly sullied 
In the aftermath of Strawberry’s most 
recent misstep, in many respects Darryl 


is back at sa 


to rehabilitate not only Ith but his 
reputation. And to the extent that the 
many jaded fans in the metropolitan are: 
had previously and uncharacteristic 


been pulling for him to overcome his 
demons, Strawberry will no longer b 


viewed as a n of 


inspirational illustra 
lve. 
For now howe 
ing too much about the state of Str 
berry’s baseball career, | 


and re 


resilien 
er, instead of worry 


s hope last 
week revelat affords Darryl 
the opportunity to be truly introspectiv 
bout critical life n 
much larger than any questions concern 
ing his future with the New York Yan 
kees. Lets also hope that Strawberry has 
one more comeback left in him 


ations, if true 
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Youth 
capture 
bank 
robber 


PLAINFIELD — On April 20, 
1999 at approximately 11:26 a.m. the 
Plainfield police a bank 
alarm for United National Bank locat 
ed at 202 Park Ave., Plainfield, Four 
teena; in pursuit 53-year-old 
vis Harris when the 


received 


ers we 
nneth L 
arrived. 

The youth held Harris at the 100 
block of West 2nd street until the 
patrol units were able to a 
According to Plainfield 
Dominica Rodriguez, 


est him. 
resident 
Harris 


Plainfield police bring a robbery 
victim to the headquarters 


approached the bank teller with a 
mask and told her he would shoot her 
if she didn’t give him the money. 
Rodriguez, who was in the bank with 
her four-year-old son Alex said she 
ause she was not able 


was terrified 
to do anythin; 

Harris was able to escape the 
bank with $4,200 which was recov- 
ered at the time of the The 
weapon which most of the bank cus- 
tomers believed to be a gun located 
under Harris’s jacket turned out to be 
an umbrella. 

Harris is charged with robbery 
first degree and temporarily bei 
held at the Plainfield municipal 
The four heroic youth will be honored 
at the Plainfield Council Meeting on 
May 3, at 8:00 p.m. 


Do you have local news you 
want to share? 
We want to know! 
write us at: 

Local News/Ciry NEWS. 
144 North Avenue Plainfield, 
NJ 07060 
or call (908) 754-3400 


sizes 15x32-18%x38; 115.00. 


